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material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
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Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
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RE: DEMONSTRATIONS AT DEMOCRATIC 
NATIONAL CONVENTION, CHICAGO, 


ILLINOIS, AUGUST, 1968; f 
~~ * „5 6 2 


— 


COMMUN IST INFILTRATION OF 
SCLC 


A YMCA security officer advised on August 27, 
1968, that 50 to 100 SCLC members left the YMCA at 
1:15 P.M., carrying picket signs and moving in the 
direction of the nearby Conrad Hilton Hotel. 


On August 27, 1968, Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation observed a mixed group 
of 150 to 200 Negroes and Caucasians dressed in hippie“, 
sports or rural attire picketing the Hilton Hotel and 
carrying signs indicating they were members of the Sc. 
This group was orderly and remained behind the Chicago 
Police Department barricades. Some of the placards which 
they were carrying read, “Poor Peoples Campaign, 
"Vote No Wallace Compromise” »I am a hungry Vietnam 
Veteran,” “Say No to White Supremacy,” and "Silst State 
of Hunger". At 2:00 P.M. this group split in half and 
each group moved to Wabash Avenue on the west side and 
to the rear of the Hilton Hotel. This group :dispersed 
at 2:15 P. M. with approximate 15 Negroes from the group 
entering the lobby of the Conr Hilton Hotel where a 
Negro male, identified only as|Gilmore, spoke for five ,[ 
minutes about the Poor People mpaign while in fron oa 
of Vice-President Humphrey's HospNality Center in the 
lobby of the hotel. Gilmore and h group were asked 


* leave and they departed from the hotel without inc i- 
ent. 


— * 
e re 


* 
* 3 
pee ot A te inn tii. +e 


oo ee 


i. » saeem —— | a 


i 


* 
1 ) * ‘ 


s 8 2 
. ; : 
2 Sy * 1 tom tm „ 
* 


* 

1 

* 

e 

; 

| 
7 
1 
ae 
f 
5 
* 

: 
| 
me 
1 

; 
* 
' 

I 


RE: DEMONSTRATIONS AT DEMOCRATIC 
NATIONAL CONVENTION, CHICAGO, 
ILLINOIS, AUGUST, 1968; 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
SCLC 


Copies of this memorandum are being furnished 
the following agencies: 


The United States Attorney and United States 
Secret Service, both Chicago, Illinois, and Region I, 
113th Military Intelligence Group, Evanston, Illinois, 
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AD¥IXNISTRATIVE 


Miawpi contemplates no additional investigation as 
it reiates to cutside influeace in the recent racial distur- [ 
bance in Miemi, Florida. Any pertinent information coming 
to the atteation of the Miami Office regardiag this matter 


5 be furnished to F 1 
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JIMMIE LEE CHATMON, 9954 N.W. 25th Avenue, Miami, former 
President Miami chapter Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), identified as the person most respon- 
sible in calling for “black mass rally” 8/7/68, at 1675 
N.W. 62nd Street, Miami, Fla., that resultec in two days 
of racial disturbance: » Greater Miami. 
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lade 
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jenied knowledge of rally un 
, when he received handbill calling for “bla 
mass rally” 1675 N.W. 62nd Stre 


| During interview 
m preparing leaflet calling for rally. 


stated he 
_ week previous 


CFO 


Thie document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the Fei. It is the pro of the F-Blcat is loaned 10 
% and tte contents cre not te be distributed outside your agency. 
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to RNC and advised a mass rally to be held for purpose of 
organizing pickets to demonstrate at conveation in protest 
of - nite” make up of Republican delegetes. 


MM 157-2657 


r 71 ; veéaing &, 39, 

1675 J.. 6nd Street, with JAMES FARMER, Republican 
candidate for congress and Dr. NATEAN WRIGHT, Director of 
National Conference on Black Power, as speakers. Rally 
described as failure for lack of interest. During after- 
noon of 8/7/68, CHATMON, EDWARDS, Jonson and DYER were 

in attendance during various times during the afternoon 
when the "black mass rally” got underway. Rally started 
early in the afternoon with teenagers and sub-teenagers 

in attendance. Participants became unruly and difficult 

to control during the afternoon. White newamen covering 
rally were forced to leave and white people were not per- 
mitted in rally hall. This included MIKE MEISELMAN, who 
has worked closely with Miami SCLC Chapter and reportedly 
affiliated with Southern Studént Organizing Committee 
(SSOC) and Student Non-Violate Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC), WILLIAM LAND and Jom O'NIEL, of the United Church 
of Christ, currently associated with the Tampa-St. Peters- 
burg, Fla. garbage worker's strike and actively picketed 

at RNC, 8/5/68, for the concerned Afro-Americen Negro 
Republicans opposing the “lilly white” convention delegates, 
passed out —— at 233 during the 2 wn = to teenagers. 
Later in ever snces develc ARD and O'NIEL 


70 
Dr nto the area in an attempt to quie 1 5 
3@ participants. Persons interviewed, report no evidence . 70 
of outside influence as beihg responsible for racial dis-~- ee a 
turbances in Miami. However, the fact that many Negro” 
leaders were in Miami for RNC along with national coverage 
from television, radio, and press, had a bearing on the 
disturbance once it started. The fact that several Kegro 
leaders were scheduled to speak at rally and failed to appear 
reflected on attitude of teenagers in attendance. Mac and 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) did not sancticn use of 
their organizations as it appeared on leaflet. Black Panthers, 


CONEANENTIAL 


NTIAL. 


referred to in leaflet, not active in Miami. B.A.T.E., 
referred to in leaflet, identified as Black Association 
for Total Equality, reportedly a national organization 
still in process of being formed. Local grand jury being 
called to investigate allegations of police brutality and 
outside influence but evidence in this regard lacking. 


“aD « 
DETAILS 
AT MIAMI. FLORIDA 


Characterizations of SSNC and SSOC appear in the 
appendix section of this communication. - 


This investigation was instituted to determine 
causes and forces behind the racial disturbances that took 
place in Miami, Florida, on August 7, and 8, 1968, and to 
ascertain whether there is an organized pettern underlining 
Its emanating from subversive or racial groups or other 
outside sources and, in addition, to determine if any viola- 
tion of Federal statutes involving jurisdictioa of the FBI. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 8/14/68 


e was attempting to deter- 


mine if any federal violation exists in connection 
with the recent racial disturbance in the Miani, 
Florida, area. uf 


GP urn ished the following information 
concerning s knowledge of this racial disturbance, 
and the circumstances which immediately prececed. it: J 
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A group of individuals, who referred to then 
selves as menbers of "Concerned Afro-American Repub- 
licans” or some similar name, dad called for & mass 
rally in a Miami Negro area the week of August 4, 1968, 
but the local residents did not respond, and this rally 
was a flop. These people were interested in gathering 
the support of Miami area Negroes in demonstrations 
against the "“lily-white character of the National Repub- 
lican Convention,” which was then — held on Miami 


™ 


— 


Beach. These people, whose nanes could not 
recall, said they were interested in forming another 
rally for Wednesday evening, August 7, 1968, in another 
attempt to gather people and persuade them to join with 
them in demonstrations at the Republican Convention. 
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On ____ 8/12/68 at _ Miami, Florida File # 
842 and b7¢ 
by ; Date dictated — 
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= that among the other organizations 


to be represented at the rally were BATE, which he stated 
He 


stood for "Black Association For Total Equality.” 
said he knew very little of this organization other than 


that two Miami Negro youths, one a recent Mitmi-Dade 


Junior College dropout, claimed to be members of this 
He said it was his opinion that this was 


organization. 
a local organization, with no contact or direction from 


anyone outside the Miami, Florida, rea. He also said 
that a person named “LOUIS,” not further identified 
claimed to be a member of the Black Panther Part 8 


8 | his person sgreed to appear 
1e mass rally as did a representative from BATE. 
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enp p the people in the area and then trans- 
port them to Miami Beach, expecting that the potential 
for violence would therefore be lessened. 


ym that the only adults he ro- 
calls see is rally were CLARZNCE EDWARDS, a 
(First Name Unknown) WALKER, and IMNOGENE (Last Nase 
Unknown), who is a girl friend or associate of ALBERT 
FEATHERSTON. He said that he did not see FEATHERSTOQ! 
at any time during the rally. He also said that to his 
knowledge, no outsiders spoke during the rally. 


— «+1: the first act of vandalism he 
saw occurred when an elderly Negro man, who case out 

of a local bar, threw a rock at an autozobile driven by 
a white woman. Police officers, who were in the area, 
then approached the group and threatensd them, which 
resulted in the people becoming even more upset. Debris 
was then thrown from the baiconies above the hall where 
the rally was being held. 


He said at that tine there was sone 
le and rock throwing in that imnasdiate arsa, but he 
thought things would be under control because the police 
were present. 


Upon arrival at his home, he received a tele- 
phone call from a person, whom he does not now recall, 
that the situation in the Liberty City area had worsened 
and that conditions were out of hand. He said he then 
returned to the area and made continuing efforts to con- 3 
trol the people and stop the ele, which was occurring. 8 


—p :. it was extrenely difficult to 
control crowd at any time because they kept breaking 
up into small crowds inside and outside the hall. He said 
that he did contact one small group and calm then, but 
then another group would start acting up and it was, there- 


fore, impossible to get the crowd together and to control 
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As for Student Non-Violent Coordinttin 
Committee (SNCC) representation at the . , 
said that there are a few Negro youths in the 

area who claim to be with SNCC, and who said they 

would attend the rally. He was unable to identify 
these youths, and stated that he did not believe they 
represented SNCC as on one occasion they asked him 

for the location of SNCC’s National Hesdquarters. 


that this * * . — — of all Negro organi- 


gations in the Miami area. He realized that there 
were numerous, rather disorganized and ineffective 
organizations in the area, and that if theses could 
all be united he believed the Negroes would have such 
more power and a much greater influence in the local 
government. 
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—Ü— . that he arrived at the rally 
toca ton which ig commonly referred to as the "Vote 
Power“ Headquarters, at &pproximaztely 1:30 P.M. on 
August 7, 1968. CLARENCE EDWARDS, who is cornected 
with the "Vote Power” operation, was present when he 


NA. 


he 


we n r reer ower 6 


ur 1 


arrived, with approximately one hundred people 
assembled. The emotions of those in attendance 
had clearly been aroused by someone, and he be- 
lieved that EDWARDS was responsible for this. 
1 MIKE MEISELMAN was outside the : ir 


MM 157-2657 
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2180 learned that white representatives of 
the news media had also been kicked out of the 
meeting, some bodily. A Negro NBC news reporter, 
however, was allowed to remain. 


. that several Miami City 
Police patrol cars were parked in the lot of a 
hamburger stand across the street, and there was 


considerable jeering of the police by rally 
participants. 


He said he entered the hall and from that 
moment on exerted all his efforts attempting to 
“cool” the people. He said he realized that if 
these peoples’ emotions were not calmed, violence 
could easily erupt. He said that it was difficult, 
alsoat impogsible, to cool the emotions of these 
people as they kept breaking up into 311 groups, 
some inside the hall and some in groups outside 
the hall. He said that most of these participants 
were people who were in their late teens or early 
twenties, and several made frequent trips from the 
meeting place to a local bar. 


He said that during the rally numerous 
people spoke without authority of anyone. He did not 
know the adults or most of these people, and stated 
that everything was extremely disorganised and that 
people on their own would just stand on chairs or 


tables and sta o the crowd: present. = 
LARRY JOHNSON of the 
» Spo o the crowd attempting to calm their 


emotions. While he was present, no one to his know- 
ledge, who represented the Black Panther Party, BATE, 
SNCC, or any other organizations, spoke as represen- 
tatives of those organizations. 
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them. He said he feels the disturbance did develop 
that evening as the result of activities around the 
mass black rally, but that conditions were such there 
when he arrived at 1:30 P.M., that he was unable to 
control it. 


© sa 
ng under an organization 
known as the Poor Peoples Support Committee, which is 
chartered by the SCLC National Office. 
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identities of Special Agents 

Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 
to being interviewe was advised of his constitutional 
rights and was further adyised that the FBI was conducting 
an inquiry in connection with the recent racial disturbance “ 
in Mani to determine if any Melee of federal law had 


occurred. 67 d 


b7 
5 


On Monday evening, — 3. 1968, a meeting of 
about 25 or 30 people was held at this office and Doctor 
NATHAN WRIGHT, Director of the National Conference of Black 
Power and JAMES FARMER, Republican candidate for Congress 
and former national director of the Congress of Racial Equalit 
(CORE), were the speakers. E this meeting was 
poorly attended, but the meeting was orderly and no incidents 
or disturbances "resulted from this meeting. 
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This was the first time EDWARDS knew of this 
rally. He noticed on the handbill that the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCHE), the Black Panthers, CORE and 
an organization known as BATE were to be represented at 
the rally and two of the speakers were to be Reverend RALPH 
ABERNATHY and WILT CHAMBERLAIN. does not know who 
prepared this handbill but believes it was JAMES CHATMON who 
is connected with the Miami SCLC group. p< not believe 
any Black Panthers were in Miami and is of the opinion that 1 
the CORE group in Man is inactive. He does no 


y y P to please not 7 
try and stop it since the SCLC was encountering many prob lens 
in connection with housing of the SCIC Republican Convention 

demonstrators. 


crowd was meh larger and he noticed BILL LAND a 
O'NIEL of the United Church of Christ and also connected with 
that Tampa-St. Petersburg garbage worker strike, passing out 
signs to the group. Ss ives these signs were used 
by Negroes who had strated at the convention in protest 
of the seating of sous “lily white” delegations. 


Shortly thereafter all the white people at the 
rally including the rqpreters were asked to leave. 
was unable to state who asked these people to leaves. WILT 
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CHAMBERLAIN and Reverend ABERNATHY had not showed up for the 
rally and the crowd was becoming unruly. The white newsaen 
who were asked to leave became belligerent and the crowd 
pushed and shoved them. Some of the white newsmen still 
refused to leave. Groups of Negroes began to gather on each 


corner at the intersection of 62nd Street and 17th Aveme, North- : 
west, Miani. | 


Several police officers of the Men Police Department 
arrived on the scene a e 11 that the crowd was 


particularly abusive to a colored motorcycle officer named 
INGRAHAM. | 


Among the peoplepobserved trying to 

quiet the crowd down were LEON EARLS, a colored politician, 
GEORGIA JONES, a local community relations figure, BILL LAND 
and JOHN O MEI. At one point GEORGIA JONES purchased 50 


hamburgers and 50 pepsi colas for the crowd which succeeded 
in quieting them for a short tims. 


Shortly thereafter the crowd began throwing rocks 
and bottles at passing cars being driven by white persons. 
Newsmen were still in the area trying to interview peop 
on the street which seemed to aggravate the situation. 


7 ted to direct traffic around the troubled nn 
— JAMES CHATMON shouting at 
cr d not know what he was saying or if he was 


intoxicated. 


ly saw a few Negroes he did not recognize 
and saw no ons at the scene he knew to be from outside the 
State of Florida. There was a lot of shouting, pushing, and . 
shoving ng on and the situation rapidly deteriorated. ) 
At one point he noticed BERNIE DYER, a local civil rights activist. 
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CON ENTIAL 


talking to the crowd but he was unable to quiet them down. 


. that in no way did he attempt to 
agitate oup of people or incite them to riot. He 
reiterated that he tried to quiet them down and to divert 
traffic from the troubled area. 
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The following description of nas ob tained 
through observation and interview: 


N, 


0 * 
* 
7 —̃ä v— — — — -] — — — — — — — —— — — — —— — — — Fe —— — 


* 
ud. (Rew. 4-15-64) C OQ 
. 2 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7 he has no information 
indicating “outsiders” had anything to do or had in 
any way provoked the racial disturbance that occurred 


in the Liberty City area of Miami, Florida, on August 
7 and 8, 1968. 


observed a "flyer" 
announcing a black mass rally scheduled for the follow- 
ing day in Liberty City. Among the speakers listed 
was Reverend ABERNATHY, President of SCLC, and MIKE 
MEISELMAN, an acquaintance of his who is affiliated 
with the Southern Student Organizing Committee (SSOC). 
Also listed were such organizations as the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), the 


Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), and 
B.A.T.E. | 
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> had given them permission to use 
responded by 


ot Know, | 


1 sto that on the morning of 

the rall — 

e he was go ° rty y to 
en 


e black mass : that 
this seemed strange to him since as he understood 
8SO0C, of which MEISELMAN was affiliated, was an 
organization formed by whites who had been formerly 
involved with the SNCC. Their pu e was to work 
in white neighborhoods. stated he is not 
a member of SSOC for this reason, but is acquainted 


with MEISELMAN. Shortly after MEISELENAN departed he 
returned ee +: stated that 
they would not 16 min the hall where the black 


mass rally was in session, and that they had ordered 
all whites out. 


With respect to the other organizations 
listed on the flyer — he doubted they 
had authorized the use o eir orgaaizational nane. 


He explained the NAACP has only about ten elderly 
members; CORE has a local chapter, but no members; 
SNCC has no organization in Miami; SCLC, to his know- 
ledge, had not authorized the use of their name for 
the black mass rally; and the organization B. A. T. B. 
is unknown to him and probably fictitious. 


stated that perhaps JAMES CHATMON, | 
former president of the Miami Chapter of SCLC, may - 
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have had something to do with organising the black 
mass rally, but that he could not say for certain 
since he has been unable to contact Gard since 
the disturbance occurred. 
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He is not certain but believes that 
.f for the use of the hall area 
where the rally was held. 


To the best of his knowledge CLARENCE 
EDWARDS was not involved in the rally in any way. 


wee A rete & 


. 

0 

8 0 . * 
“+ * 
. ’ 
* ‘ 
7 n “a i ‘ 
2 r _ 72 2 em 11 , 4 . ~~ 

—. — 


og 8/1248 = Miami, Florida . Miani 157-2657 


„„ b7 Cy 8/14/68 


Date dictated - 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. k is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 


your agency; it and ite contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
N. 
. — 


F — — — — — ——— — ᷑ʒĩ·—— ad 


2 


(* xr 1 


4 157-2657 2 


. 


arrived at the rally shortly after 
1:00 PM. To the best of his knowledge no arrangenents 
had been made by anyone to transport people from the 
rally to the Republican Convention on Miami Beach. 


29 75 „. 


In his opinion nothing said at the rally 
would have incited people to riot, and he feels 
that it was groups of people outside of the hall 
and notconnected with the rally who first started 
throwing rocks. On several occasions he tried to get 
various groups congregating on the street near the 
hall to come to the rally in the hall. 


Na ae a 


He said that UBS was originally organized 
to work for changes in the school system, and that 
it still continues this work but, in addition, 
operates both on and off campus for better housing, 
equal job opportunity and the like. 


He identified BATE as the Black Association 
for Total Equality and said that as far as he knows 
it is a national organization which is still in the 
process of being formed. He said that he would 
characterize BATE, UBS, and the Black Panthers as 
militant groups. He is not aware, however, that any 
of the members of the Black Panther organization were 
at the rally. To the best of his knowledge no one 
at the rally was armed. 
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He said that the representatives of SCL/ 
at tt lly were CHATKMON and himself 


Ae AA IT LBUF JANSON , was at 
the rally after the fall of < ness. 

He said that everyone connected with the rally 
tried to keep the people attending it in the hall and 
also attezpted to get the people congregating on the 
street corners outside to come into the hall. 
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He stated that no one from other areas 
was involved in the organization of the rally or 
associated with it. 


In his opinion, the trouble started at 
about 5:45 or 6:00 PM when the police insisted that 
the rally come to an end and that the hall be closed. 
He estimates that there were about 1,000 at the rally 
at that time,plus a large number of people congregated 
on the street corners outside. He feels that if 
the police had not attempted to end the rally there 
would have been no trouble. 
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Date August 14, 1968 


was contacted in connection with 
e events surrounding a black er rally held on 
Wednesday, August 7, 1968. advised as follows: 


a sed a mass rally was going to be he 

organize pickets which then would demonstrate before the 
Republican National Convention. The purpose of the denon- 
stration was to protest the "Lilly White” makeup of the 
Republican delegation. 


The first rally was scheduled for Monday, August 8, 
1968, 8:00 PM, at Vote Power Headquarters, 1675 NW 62nd 
Street. The scheduled speakers were to be JAKES FARMER, ° 
Republican candidate for Congress and former National 
Director of CORE, and Dr. NATHAN WRIGHT, Director of the 
National Conference on Black Power. According to 
this rally was a total failure. 
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regard to the building at 1675 NW 62nd street, 
the building is owned by a Mr. MARKOWITZ (Phonetic), : 
* f N 


ased through Bonded Realty Company. This building 
in the past has been used by various Negro candidates 
running for local office and was made available for the 
above mentioned rally. CLARENCE EDWARDS has keys for 


this building. 


Leaflets advertising a black mass rally scheduled 
for Wednesday, August 7, 1968, 1:00 PM to 1:00 AM, were 
distributed in the Liberty City area of Miani, which 
leaflets claim that the following speakers were going te 
address the rally: 


WILT CHAMBERLAIN 
Reveréind RALPH ABERNATHY 
MIKE MEASELMAN 

AL FEATHERSTON 

JIMMY CHATMON 

LARRY JOHNSON 


Organizations represented reportedly included 
the following: 


NAACP 

CORE 

SNCC 

UBS 

BATE 
Black Panthers 
SCLC 


The advertised purpose of the meeting was to 


get the black people in the comm itically, 2 
n and educationally. the | 

922 the meeting as he unders it was to secure . 
pickets 


to demonstrate before the National Republican ; 7D. 
Convention. | 1 


At r 9200 to 3:00 —_— 
seventy-five Negroes attending the rally at | 
Headquarters. The makeup of the individuals attending | 


the rally appeared to be teen-agers and sub-teen-agers 
from the Liberty City area. Some were parading on NW 
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62nd Street carrying signs which alluded to various black 
grievances, Some youngsters walking behind the sign 
carriers were throwing stones over the placards at 
passing cars. Other groups of individuals were walking 
back and forth from Yote Power Headquarters to a local 
hamburger stand. The aforementioned activity was taking 


lace before police officers, who were directing traffic, 
— was a source of agitation for the 
ce. ON, who was on the scene, was intoxicated 


and appeared to h ost control of t tuation. In 

the vacuuz LORENZO 
FARNELL, aiso known as Brother Lo, instructed everyone 
attending the rally to reconvene at Vote Power Headquarters, 
FARNELL admonished them for being so disorganized, . 
ey 8 to them in terms of African heritage and culture 


and were successful in getting the rally “simmered down”, 
advised attendees not to leave the building. 


reet appeared normal and he 


&rd no rumors concerning a 8 racial disturbance 
taking place that evening. that his 
office would certainly have heard any discussion con- 


cerning this matter as he has the confidence of the local 
residents plus innumerable contacts within the community. 


At approximately 7:00 or 8:00 PI he was driving 
north on NW 17th Avenue and when he approached 62nd Street 
he noted approximately 150 to 200 residents standing at 
the intersection. He observed LEE BLACK talking to members 
of the Miami Police Department, who were in the process 
of putting on riot type equipment. CLARENCE EDWARDS was 
in the middle of the intersection directing traffic 


ed his car in the vicinity 8 
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15th Avenue and 62nd Street. As he proceeded west on 
NW 62nd Street he observed smoke coming from a fire, 


| A yellow car was turned over in the 


mayor Of Miami, was 


: At ee 0 
residents “work with him” and further pleaded with CLARK 
to declare a “state of amnesty”. In addition, he requested 
the police to remove a prison van parked nearby. The 
police officer standing by stated he could not move the 
van because the ignition switch was inoperative. Further 
he would not move the van without his commanding officer's 
approval. Eventually it was agreed to move the van and 
was in the process of being removed when someone threw 
a rock or pebble which struct a car located in the immediate 
vicinity. The police in the vicinity immediately responded 
by leveling their shotguns, carbines, etc., at the resi- 
dents. In fact, a Negro police officer discharged his 
shotgun in the air, which so aroused the people that five 


or s bottles came raining down on the group. 
CLARK proceeded toward NW 16th Avenue 
n attempt to residents inside their houses 


and apar 


: SS NW 62nd Street and as 
he neare venue he saw bottles being thrown at a 
bar at that intersection. He heard automatic rifle fire 
in the distance. He left this intersection 

The situation was getting ou 

Sr Band as mor > stones and botties ws Wine 
thrown. 
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| uestioned concerning the various 
organizations which were reportedly going to attend the 
August 7, 1968, rally. He commented as follovs: 


The UBS is comprised of approximately fourteen 
members and is not an effective — 1 — it is led and 


CORE is non-existent in the greater Miami area. 


SNCC is not active in the greater Miami area. 


The Miami Chapter of Sci had its charter revoked 
by National Headquarters and the remaining members are not 
well organized. N 


He has heard rumors to the effect that members 
of the Black Panther party are in the Miami area but he 
has never been introduced to an individual who claimed 
to be a Black Panther. 


BATE is un to hö n the dis- 
cussions mentioned above could not properly identify this 
association or its objectives. 


When questioned concerning the presences of 
individuals not from the Miami area at the two above 
described rallies, the only individuals known 

to him from outside the Kiami area were several menbers 
of a group involved in the St. Petersburg, Fiorida, 
sanitation workers strike. He identifie em as RACHAEL 
(LNU), om O'NEILL and BILL LAND. these 
individuals are professional organizers and are sponsored 
by the United Church of Christ. 


ms 8 regard to an individual known as AL FEATEKERSTON, 
he met him on one or two occasions and des- 
as “very articulate”. He dees not know anything 
about FEATHERSTON's background and to the best of his 
knowledge FEATAERSTON does not belong to any group or 
organization. FEATHERSTON is inclined to spend more of 
his time in the central Negro district rather than the 
Liderty City area. He did not observe FEATHERSTON at 
the rally on Wednesday, August 7, 1968. 
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requested to conument on whether or | 
not the racial disturbance in the Liberty City 85 


“could have been caused by outside agitators, etc. 
expressed doubts that it was caused by anyone not from 
the Miami area. In regard to the rally on Wednesday, 
August 7, 1968, this was called as a direct result of the 
Republican National Convnetion in progress at Miami Beach, 
Florida. It was his observation that CLARENCE EDWARDS 
was the initial force behind the Wednesday rally but 
after it was in progress JIMMY CHATMON seemed to take 


over the rally and gav arance of being the 
rally leader. cE spoke disdain- 
fully of CHATKON and accused of only being 


involved in causes where he, CHATMON, could make some 
money. 


As far as the large gathering of teen-agers 
was concerned they were attracted by all 
the action surrounding rally. 


— leaflets referred te 
above and are attached hereto. 
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1675 _N.W. 62nd Street | 


MASS RALLY OF CONCZRNZD BLACK PEOPLE--TO CREAT ACTION!3 INVOLVEMENT 
OF BLACK , 
BY BLACK 
FOR BLACK 
WE DEMAND AND WILL INISIST ON NOTHING LESS MAM — 


1. BLACK CONTROL OF BLACK GHETTO--POLITICALLY, ECONOMICALLY 
AND EDUCATIOI?HZ-LLY, 


GUARANTEED AMIUAL INCOME 
e PROGRAMS FOR POOR PEOPLE CONTROLLED BY POOR 
BLACK POLICEIZZN AND FIREMEN FOR BLACK COMMUNITIES 


UNTIL THESE DEMANDS 42E Ii{PLIMENTED 10 AMZRICA WILL BE HEARD}: 


THESE THINGS WE DEMAND "NOW" 


COME SEE WHAT THESE SPEAKERS AND ORGANIZATIONS HAVE TO SAY: 


u. A. A. C. P. BLACK FI rHERS 
C. 0. R. E. U. 3.8. 


8. M. c. Cc. B. A. T. B. 


8. c. . c. 
SPEAKERS WILL INCLUDE: 


Wilt Chamberlain 
3 Measelman 
Al ve: arstone 
Jit W nr 
Larcy don at on 

aud others 


BLACK 
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JIMMIE LEE CHATMON is the former president 
ef the Southerm Christian Leadership Conference (SCIC) 
Miami, Florida. Dufing the spring of 1968, he was 
indicted by a Dade County Grand Jury, which charged 
him with larceny of Office of Economic Opportunity’s 

ies handled by hime through his position ia the 8 


4 


After this indictment, the Miami SCLC had its 
charter revoked by SCIC’s national office and this charter 
has not as yet been reinstate 
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Between Monday evening, August 5, and 
Tuesday afternoon, August 6, 1968, CHATMWON apparently had 
made arrangements for this meeting to be held at a store 
located at 1675 Northwest 62nd Street, Miami. Apparently, 
therefore, CHATMON had made arrangements “or this hall and 


had these handbills prepared sounetine between Mons evening, 
Augus . ues ay afternoor 
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aC JU 8 hese Ilyers to the Miami SCIL office and 
left them there for distribution. Some of these flyers 
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were apparently also distributed around the Miami Beach 
Convention Hall and in the various Negro areas of Miami. 
This flyer announced the meeting as a mass black rally 
and claimed that representatives of NAACP (National Asso~ 
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People), CORE 
(Congress of Racial Equality), SNCC (Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee), the Black Panthers, United Black 
Students, BATE and Scl would be present at the rally, to 
be held from 1:00 P.M. to 1:00 A.M., Augus!: 7, 1968. It 
is not known what the or 


was apparently 
arrangements for the meeting were made solely by 
CHATMON. There is no reason to believe that CHATMON had 
been in contact with representatives of the various 
organizations listed above and it did not appear probable 
that representatives of all these organizations would be 
present at this rally. 


The store located at 1675 Northwest 62nd Street 
was formerly used as the headquarters of Mra. ATHALIE RANGE 
during her campaign for the Miami City Council. It has 
been used since the spring of 1968 as a registration head- 
quarters by some unknown Miami Negroes who were attempting 
to encourage Negro voter registrations. This store has had 


signs “Vote Power” on its windows for at least several 
months. 
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On Wednesday, August 7, 1968, at about 1:30 P.M., 
many press representatives, about six Negro adults, and 
about 25 Negro youths were at the mass black rally called 
by CHATMON. There were signs on the door and windows of 
the store instructing all whites to stay out as this was 
a black only meeting. The white press representatives 
had apparently been asked to leave the meeting. There 
was one Negro newsman, a representative of NBC or CBS, 
who was alicwed to remain at the rally. CHATMON was 
apparently solely in charge at this time and was leading 
the Negro youths in songs, mainly civil rights type songs, ‘ 
including "We Shall Overcome.” rat 


At about 2:30 P.M., CHATMON still led the crowd 
at this rally, which at that time numbered about 30 to 40 
Negro youths ani still approximately six Negro adults. 
CHATMON was talking about the necessity for biack power, 
praising the beauty of black, and describing the necessity 
for black people to give up their lives so that the black 
race can obtain their proper opportunities. 
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At approximately 3:30 P.M., CHATHON was still 
talking and leading this group, which at this time was 
getting out of hand. CHATMON was attempting to regain 
some type of order in the rally, although he was not 
— attezpting to calm the emotions of these 
people. 


At 4:30 P.M., there were approximately 100 
Negro youths inside and out front of this rally, all 
of whom were quite emotional. CHATMON continued to 
be the sole leader of this rally. It becane apparent 
at this time that there would be some probiexs resulting 
from the aroused emotions of these people. 
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It was reported that there were other people 
who gave short speeches during the afternoon, although 
CHATMON maintained control of the rally throug zu t. 
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Other than CHATMON, FEATHERSTON and the Negro reporter, 
the only person recognized during the afternoon was 
LARRY JOHNSON, a member of the United Black Students. 
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At approximately 6:30 P.M., when rocks and 
bottles were being thrown in the immediate area of that 
rally and when some looting was occurring in that vicinity, 
CHATMON was not observed in the immediate areas. Those 
who were then looting and causing damage to passing auto- 
mobiles were not recognized as participants in this rally. 
It appeared that emotions were roused during the rally to 
the point where some young participants started tormenting 
pass ing white motorists and when they were not stopped by 
the local police who were present in the area, this 
activity was picked up by others in the neighborhood. 

It was then carried on by most of the young hoodlums 

im the area. There was no indication thet anyone present 
at the rally organized or controlled any of the vand: lism 
or looting which followed the rally. 


He said he was 
present throughout most o ack rally that 
afternoon. He said he was of the opinion that CHATMON's 
activities at this rally caused the emotions of the young 


N s to rise to the point where the rioting started. 
) Sosa: said that there wore speakers at the 
' Pally other than CHATMON. He said tbat one who only 


spoke for a short time claimed to be a representative 
of the Black Panther organization from California, He 
described this individual as a Negro male with graying 
hair and a graying mustache. 
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CHATMON has not been seen since the evening of 
August 7, 1968. News accounts of the meetings of Negro 
leaders in an attempt to stop the rioting and solve sene 
of the Negro problems have not included CHATMON and it is 
possible that he has made himself unavailable, feeling 
a guilty conscience with regard to this disturbance. 


°¢ . ak 
Another indication that CHATMON might be losing |: 
his sanity was his apparent complete obsession over toe 
ia LC*s charter had been revoked. 
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Based on informtion coming to his attention, 
‘three individuals are generally responsible for the “Black 
Mass Rally” held on August 7, 1968, at 1675 NW 62nd Street, 
Miami, which resulted in the racial disturbance that started 
om the afternoon of August 7, 1968. aS 


These individuals are identified as JAMES CHATMON, 
former president ef the Miami chapter of the Southern Chr ist fan : 
Leadership Conference; CLARENCE EDWARDS, active in politics 
from Richmond Heights. Miami, where he owns and operates a 
drug store; and BERNIE DYER, an activist in Negro mtters in 
the Liberty City section ef Dade County. 


IRBY x KNIGHT, room clerk at the Mary Elizabeth 

Hotel, Miami, was employed from 7 AN to 7 PH at the Mary | 
Elizabeth Hotel on August 7, 1968, and did not take part im 
the “Black Mass Rally.” In addition, MC KNIGHT is not known 
te have been involved in any way with the racial disturbance 
that developed as a result of the "Black Mass Rally” and was 
also working full time during the day on August 8, 1968. | 
However, E ENIGHT is known to have been a close associate 
t JAMES CHATMON during the past several months and my have 

- knowledge relative te the leaflet publicizing the rally for 
August 7, 1968, 
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reported the following. 
sarormation coming } attention from cortact with 
various individuals throughout Dade County indicates that 
the “Black Mass Rally” was organized by JINKIE LEE CHATMOS, 
former Presidert of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (S). 


— that to his knowledge, the 
individuais putting out the leaflet captioned “Black Mass 
Rally” did not receive authority from the Miami Chapter of 


the NAACP to utilize the name of this organization in 
their leaflet. 


tated that the initials B.A.T.E. as 
aflet stand for no organization familiar te 
advised that although some officials 


hroug unty have speculated there may have been 
outside influence in connection with the disturbance, no 


one has been able to identify any one individual frou 


outside of Dade County that nay dave been responsible for 
the recent ~itial disturbance in Dade County. 
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I g this regard, e that u b7D 
and O'HIEL remained on 62n reet for several hours doing 3 
what they could to prevent further outbreaks of violence. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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a With regard te the leaflet circulated in the lan 
area captioned "Black Mass Rally” scheduled for August 7, i | 
1968, at 1675 NW 62nd Street, Miami, listing various speakers 57 

and organizations, including CORE, no one had contacted the 


— chapter eof CORE for — to be represented at the 
rally. 


5 2 85 
tated that he is acquainted with JIMMY cru, 85 
former president of the Miami chapter of the Southern Christian. . 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) and CLARENCE EDWARDS, a resident .- 
ef Richmond Heights, Fler id, as well as BERNIE DYER, a lecal -— 
Liberty City resident. Nene ef these individuals contacted him . . 

- Pegarding the “Black Mass Rally” and the racial disturbance 
resulting from the rally was a complete surprise te hin. 


related that he does act know unt the me 
initials „T. EZ. Stand fer, which was listed among the Sni ey 
„ ations te be represented at the rally. 5 2 
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advise MMY LEE „ tormer Presiden 

the Miami Chapter of Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), is the individual most responsible for 
calling a "Black Mass Rally” August 7, 1968, that resulted 
in the racial disturbances in the Liberty City section 

of Dade County. In addition to CHATMON, CLARENCE EDWARDS, 
a Richmond Heights resident active in local and state 
politics, and in the registration of Negro voters, has 
been utilizing the hall at 1675 N.W. 62nd Street where 

the "Black Mass Rally” started. Therefore, EDWARDS should 
be considered for playing a major roll in this racial 
disturbance. 


CHATMON and/or the individual who had the leaflet 
printed calling for the rally and listing various organizations, 
did not have permission or authority to utilize the organi- 
zation of CORE or the National Association for Advancement a 
of Colored People (NAACP) as sponsor organizations. | 1 78. 


—— there is absolutely no evidence Lb? A 
that vou cate outside influence was in any way 
responsible for starting the racial disturbances. However, 
the fact that many noted Negro leaders were in the Miami 

area for the Republican National Convention along with 

national television, radio and press coverage, had a 

definite bearing on the disturbance once it started. The 

fact that several Negro leaders were scheduled, according 

to the leaflet, to speak at the "Black Mass Rally” had a 

bearing on the start of the disturbance when they failed 

to appear at the rally. The fact that these leaders 

were listed on the leaflet would, in itself, draw a large 

crowd of people to the rally and their failure to appear 

would reflect on the attitude of the individuals awaiting 
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b that he arrived in the 

vicinity treet and . . 15th Avenue, at 

about 7:15 P.M. on the evening of August 7, 1968. 
At this time there was a considerable crowd gathered 

. glong Gand Street with some rock-throwing taking place. . 

IJ Addition, there appeared to be a lack of police 
efficers in the area to control the situation, and 
later, as the situation deteriorated, local authorities 
failed to block off the streets to prevent unsuspecting 
white motorists frome driving through the area. 


. that he is uafasiliaer 
with the „A. T. E., which aspesred on the 
leaflet circuleted August 7, 1968, a 

"Black Mass Rally”. Ia this regard stated 
he has made several inquiries withou ng anyone 
who ea identify the initials. c 
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possess concerning the — be- 
surround the black power rally held cm Wednesday 
August 7, 1968, in the Liberty City section ef nian. 7D 


ted he would refuse te furaish any 1 
infermt ing the racial disturbance which 
eccurred ca the above date, unless he receives a subpoena 
= ye - — is "given under cath in seme type 


He wis upset about the fact that the sewspapers 
reported his activities erroneously that evening during the 
racial disturbance, fearing that this ay hare his buginess. 
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uppiied the following inforzation: be | 
7D 
/ Be has mo concrete information as to the cause of ? 
the racial disturbance whick tock place in Liberty City, 
Miami, Florida, the aights of August 7 and 8, 1968. He has 
heard nothing te the effect that it was inspired in anyway 
by any outsiders. 


It is bis belief that the disturbance was started by 
youthful Megroes in the Liberty City area, but that there 
were adults ia the background. He believes that two of these 
adults are HH DYER of the Liberty City Improvement 
Association, and an individual by the maze of AD who 
is Directer of the James v. Scott Community Association. 


Et is kis understanding that BERNARD DYER, br. 
J. o. BROWN who is an Optomctrist in the Libery City area, and 
MILTON (last mame uzknosr) who is called "Butterball” were 
all at the hall om 622d Street in Liberty City on Wednesday 
afternoon August 7, 1968, with the youthful Negroes when the 
disturbance started. Somes nevwseen came into the kall. The 
youths did mot want thea there and they were put out”. 

Oa the outside they met with “>*ragsment on the part of the 
youths who were outsids. The newszer were then brought back 
inside where they stayed until the police were called to 
escort them out. 
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On Wednesday night rst into the 
area where the disturbance was taking place and noticed that cam 
a hajority of the youths were dressed in white r“ shirts § | 5¢ ! 
and dark trousers or shorts. 575 


. 1 
yaouth, a 1950 del, pull up in front of the 


ta ) 
im that block. He saw a colored man pass out some. ) 
to some of the kids. ese kids threw the fireballs 
ente & Bbullding on the west side of the avenues. He called 
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the police and the fire department, dat the fireballs did 
mot ignite. 


Be was at some of the meetings between the 

Negroes and the whites where an attempt was made to iron 

out the troubles. The youths were ins charge of the meetings. 

It is his understanding that the five demands made by the a 
thes at the Saturday, August 10, 1968, meeting were proposed - 
the adult advisors to the youths. At this meeting the 

youths would speak and would then mill around and get ideas 

from the adults. Ln . 


3 — available a mmeographed b71 D. 
piece of paper con the five demands. They : 


are as follows: 


* 157-2657 


„1. Black personas arrested --Exonerated 
County Jail, City Jail and Youth Hall ce 
2. County Police removed Now and Troopers removed | 38 
im 48 hours 1 


3. Report on disposition of individuals missing 
and those in hospitals 


4. Officers brought to hearing who shot and injured . 
Black Brothers and the names publicly released ...: 


S. A commitment from City Fathers that committee _. 
menbers will not be rasse d at . later date" 


At the meeting on Sunday, August 11, 1968, which 
took * on Morthwest 62nd Stree t between din and 10th 
Avenues, an individual by the mame of DEAN whose 

first name is unknown, and who works with the Urban League 
presided. At this meeting DEAN said he was on loan from the 
Urban League to help th@‘youths by giving them advice. An 
attempt was made to "water" down the demands previously made 
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by the youths. The youths seemed to be bitter tore = °° ~°*3 
DEAN and accused him and ethers of selling them out. At the 8 
Saturday meeting DEAN was one of the ones who wanted „ 
the youths to preside at the meeting. DEAN had previously a 
been arrested at the Wednesday afternoon moeting. 


A Wegro by the name of JIMMY CHATMON was at all | 


xt „ene: tht the b) d 
trouble which erupted on y was planned for the ae 


following Saturday but got started early. 
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on an that im connection with 
the recent fio @ Liberty City area, he has been 
able to determine that the hall in which the meeting 
was held which precipitated the riot was rented by 
CLARENCE EDWARDS and JIMMY CHATMON. He knows ef no 
eutside influence in connection with the meeting or 
the rental ef the hall. To the best of his knowledge 
and belief, none of the other organizations listed as . 
sponsors ef this meeting, such as the NAACP and CORE, —~ 
were ever notified of this meeting. He does not believe 
that these organizations were involved in any way with 
this meeting. In connection with the organization known 
as the Black Panthers he bas never heard of such an 
eryaniration in Dade 2 Florida. eee 
The popular appeal of the 3 sponsored 
dy WOWARDS and CHATMON was to be the appearance of WILT 
CHAMBERLAIN and Reverend RALPH ABERNATHY. He does not 
believe that either of these individuals was ever 
3 at ays meeting. | 3 
In connection with the appearance of a radie e 
ane jockey known a8 “BUTTERBALL” and irs. GEORGIA JONES, ... 
he understands that they took it upon themselves to enter 
the riot area in an attempt to calm the rioters down. 
Both of these individuals were tear-gassed by the Miami . | 
Police Department and because of this, became angry. 
Therefore, they counseled the young militants at postings 2 
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during and after the riet wi Miami and 

Dade County, Florida. It is belief that 
these individuals started out wv @ idea of calming bac 
down the area but because of their treatment in being | 


— became militant themselves. bꝰo 


— by saying that he believes 
that the press associations and the radio and 


television network press were the greatest spreaders 
of mis-information in connection with the riot in Miani, 
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A characterization of the NOI is located in the 


appendix of this communication. | 


c. ot a. ib | f 
. addition to reporting a lack of foreign’ 


influence, stated that in his opinion the demonstration was 


more or less spontaneous and will probebly not have any long 
lasting effect oo the Miami area. 
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On August 15, 1968, the "Miami Herald”, a 
local Miami, Florida newspaper, reported that Florida 
State Attorney RICHARD E. GERSTEIN will put before the 
grand jury allegations that outsiders stirred up the 
racial riot in Miami, and that police, in some cases, 
used brutality. This article reported that GERSTEIN “ 
said allegations of outside agitation and policebrutality 
have been received, however; proof of either charge is 
lacking. .GERSTEIN noted that since this matter is of 
such community interest, the grand jury should make a 
full. investigation. 


On August 11, 1968, the "Miami Herald” set 
forth a special report by herald staff writers, JUANITA 
GREENE and BILL ANLONG, who reported what they developed 
that led to the Miami violence. This article captioned 
"Here's What Led to Miami's Violence“, follows: 
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NATION OF ISLAM, Formerly referred to 
as the Muslim Cult of Islam, also known 
as Muhammad's Temples of Islam 
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In January, 1957, a source advised ELIJAH MUHAMMAD 
has described his organization on a nationwide basis as the 
"Nation of Islam" and "Muhammad's Temples of Islam." 


On May 5, 1967, a second source advised ELIJAH 
MUHAMMAD is the national leader of the Nation of Islam (NOI); 
Muhammad's Temple of Islam No. 2, 5335 South Greenwood Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois, is the national headquarters of the NOI; and 
in mid-1960 MUHAMMAD and other NOI officials, when referring to 
MUHAMMAD’s organization on a nationwide basis, commenced using 
either ‘Mosque” or "Temple" when mentioning one of "Muhammad's 
Temples of Islan." 


The NOI is an all-Negro organization which was 
originally organized in 1930 in Detroit, Michigan. MUHAMMAD 
claims to have been selected by Allah, the Supreme Being, to 
lead the so-called Negro race out of slavery in the wilderness 
of North America by establishing an independent black nation 
in the United States. Members following MUHAMMAD’'s teachings 
and his interpretation of the Foran“ believe there is no such 
thing as a Negro; that the so-called Negroes are slaves of che 
white race, referred to as White devils,” in the United States; 
and that the white race, because of its exploitation of the so- 


called Negroes, must and will be destroyed in the approaching 
"War of Armageddon.” 


In the past, officials and members of the NOI, 
including MUHAMMAD, have refused to register under the 
provisions of the Selective Service Acts and have declared that 
members owe no allegiance to the United States. 


On May 5, 1968,. the first source advised MUHAMMAD 
had, upon advice of legal counsel, tempered his personal 
statements and instructions to his ministers concerning the 

principles of his organization in order to avoid possible 
prosecution by the U. 8. Government; however, he did not indicate | 
any fundamental changes in the teachings of his organization. 
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ö 
On May 2, 1966, a third source advised MUHAMMAD had, 
early in July, 1958, decided to de-emphasize the religious aspects 

of the teachings of Islam and to stress the economic benefits 
to be derived by those Negroes who jjoined the NOI. This policy 
1 » according to MUHAMMAD, would help his acquire additional 
vers and create more interest in his programs si. 4 
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STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE (SNCC) 


Literature distributed by the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), headquartered at 360-362 
Nelson Street, Southwest, Atlanta, Georgia, describes itself 
as not being a membership organization, but rather an agency 
attempting to stimulate and foster the growth of local protest 
movements. SNCC was born out of the sit-in movement which 
erupted across the South, beginning on February 1, 1960. A 
conference at Raleigh, North Carolina, that spring, brought 
together many of the demonstrating southern students in a 
loose network of militant youth which was we named 
SNCC in October os 1960. 


A source has advised that in May of 1966, STOKELY 
CARMICHAEL was elected National Chairman by the 
Central Committee. In May of 1967, CARMICHAEL was replaced 
as Chairman by H. RAP BROWN, with CARMICHAEL assuming the 
position of Recruiter and Organizer for the SNCC. In August 
of 1967, at the invitation of FIDEL CASTRO, CARMICHAEL 
participated in the Organization of Latin American 1 
Conference, which was held in Havana, Cuba. Subsequent 
thereto, CARMICHAEL traveled to Hanoi and other sections of 
North Vietnam. He returned to the United States in December 
of 1967, at which time his passport was picked up because 
of travel te unauthorized countries. 


A source advised that when CARMICHAEL was elected 
Chairman of the SNCC, the organization embarked on a program 
of eliminating Caucasians from its ranks. With the election 
of H. RAP BROWN as Chairman in 1967, it embarked on a world. 
wide struggle for human rights, and to take a firm stand 
against violations of these rights by the American Government 
and to strengthen its programs of opposition to the draft and 
to the United States involvement in een a e F 

Literature distributed in February of 1968 ‘Adenti fies 
the SNCC as an organization in the revolutionary vanguard. 
It advocates that to be successful it is necessary to develop 
a revolutionary ideology and revolutionary prog ran. 
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on August 13 1967, while addressing . group in the 
Watts area of Los Ange ies, California, H. RAP BROWN said, "You 
better shape up in America, or ve 11 burn you down.” Later in 
February of 1968, in a publicized note, BROWN wrote, “America, 
if it takes my death to organize my people to revolt ‘against 
you and your children, your God, your poor, your country, and 
to organize mankind to rejoice in your destruction and ruin, 
then here's ny life.” . 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC mney (SDS) 


Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), as it is 

known today, came into being at founding convention held 
at Port Huron, Michigan, In June; 1962. The SDS is n 
association of young people ‘on. the Left and has a current 
program of protesting the draft, px omoting a campaign for 
youth to develop a conscientious : Objector status, denouncing 
United States intervention. in the war fn Vietnam, and to 
"padically transform" the university community and provide 
for its complete control by students. Gus Hall, General —.; 
Secretary, Communist Party; US, when. interviewed by a A „ 
representative of United Press International in San Francisco, 
3 on May 14, 1965, described the SDS as a part of 

the "responsible Left" which the Party has "going for us. 
At the June, 1965, SDS National Convention, an anti-Communist 
proviso was removed from the SDS constitution. In the 
October 7, 1966, issue of "new Left Notes, the official 
pub lication of SDs, an SDS — stated that there are 
some Communists in SDS and they are welcome, The national 
headquarters of this organization, as of April 18, 1967, 
were located in Room 206, 1608 West Madison Street, Chicago, | 
Illinois, . . 3 
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Southern Patriot” (SP) commemorating the twenty-fifth 


anniversary of the 3 tha t issue, 12216 1. — tone 
following: = =‘: - $ . a sie 2 4 aii 
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The dende Conference for Human Welfare (SCHW) Fr, 
was organized in 1958; SP, started in 1942, as the publication .:.. 
of sch, was taken over by the Southern Conference r 
Fund, Ine ., (SCEF) in the late 1940's when Sc went out of +: 
existence. SCEF, originally the "educational wing” of SCHW, =-.-~- 
continued as an independent organization. For almost two — 
decades, concern of SCHW and SCEF was with racial segrega tien ‘ 
and oppression of black people. IA 1964, Sc recognized ----~- 
that the legal back of segregation had been broken, ana 
economic and political gains were necessary if southern life 
was to change. In the past few years, SCEF has also supported 
battles for academic freedom and the southern movement for 
world peace. 2 * ide | I. ' * a 


The Southern Conference for dre 
(SCHW) was cited as a communist front by 

the House Committee on Un-American . 
Activities, House Report 592, June 12, 1947, 
In the same House report, "The Southern 
Patriot” was cited as an ee ‘of the SCHW. 


The 3 1967, * ot ‘SP refers to SCEF 
as a “community of organizers and writers,” stating its 
work is centered in organizing the poor in Appalachia for 
political and economic power, helping white people in the 
deep south find a common cause with black people, helping 
local groups organize action for peace and working for 
abeli tice of the "House Un-American Activities Committee,” 


The masthead of SP in its april, 1968, issue 
states, "The Southern Conference is dedicated to ending 


racism, poverty, and other injustices in the South; it 
opposes war as an instrument of 936 > ee 


de e 


* > 
* * 
S 
— — — ————— oa — 7 — F A Be * 
> . 


„„ rey * 
° 9 8 


reren 


’ ‘Sy Cee wees “we F , Ne neee 
7 > = * 


SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, Ic. 
“THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT" 


. 


Listed in the masthead are SCEF officers, ons is t ing 
of eight executive committee members, four executive staff 
members, and fourteen field staff members, and two "Eastern 
Representatives.” 


Mrs. ALBERTA AHEARN, 2311 Payne Street, 
Louisville, Kentucky, a self-admitted 
former member of the Communist Party (CP), 
Louisville, Kentucky, testified on 
December 11 and 13, 1954, in Jefferson 
County, Kentucky Criminal Court ina a 
State sedition prosecution against CARL 
JAMES BRADEN. She identified CARL JAMES 
BRADEN and his wife, ANNE MC CARTY BRADEN, 
as having been known to her as members of 
+ Plead from January of 1951 to December of 


A source advised on March 2, 1961, that CLAUDE 
LIGHTFOOT, a CP functionary, stated at a meeting of the 
CP in Baltimore, Maryland, on February 25, 1961, that the 
CP has some indirect influence in the SCEF. 


A second source, familiar with some phases of 
CP activity in the New Orleans area, advised on June 3, 
1966, that during the time the SCHW was in existence, 
members of the CP were members of and worked actively 
in the SCHW; however, since the formation of the SCEF, CP 
members have not been encouraged to work in the SCEF. The 
source stated that the SCEF is a progressive, liberal 
organization because it has gone along with the CP on 
certain issues, particularly on the racial issue. 


A third source advised on May 25, 1965, that 
GEORGE MEYERS, a CP functionary, expressed great admiration 
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for CARL and ANNE BRADEN and the SCEF, which they 

head. He said the SCEF is the best organization in the 
South as far as doing effective work is concerned, and 
they have a better idea of what they are doing, where 


they are heading, and they influence other organizations 
for the better. 


The second source also advised on June 3, 1966, 
that many people who are officials and supporters of the 
SCEF, while liberal in their views, are by no means 
communists. 


The April, 1968, issue of SP states that the 
editorial and business offices of SCEF, publishers of SP, 
are at 3210 West Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky; office of 
publication 150 Tenth Avenue, North Nashville, Tennessee; 
eastern office Suite 412, 799 5 New York, New 
York. 
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SOUTHERN STUDENT ORGANIZING COMMITTEE (SSOC) 


On November 1, 1966, a first source advised that 
the Southern Student Organizing Committee (SSOC), with ) 
headquarters at 1703 Portland Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee, 
was formed on the weekend of April 3-5, 1964, to stimulate 
activity of Southern Student groups in areas of civil 
rights, peace, academic freedom, civil liberties, capital 
punishment and unemployment. Originally, it was to be a 
white counterpart of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC). It has agreed to work with similar 
interested groups such as SNCC and Students for a Democratic 
Society (SDS) and Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc, 
(SCEF). SSOC is a fraternal affiliate of the SDS. 


Beginning in the Fall of 1966, SSOC became a 
membership organization and embarked on a campaiga to 
form local chapters on various college campuses throughout 
the South. 8800 publishes, October through May each 
year, a publication, "new South Student, which, according 
to the above source, has increasingly espoused and defended 
the pro-Communist and anti-United States position on 
domestic and foreign policy, 


On August 12, 1966, a second source advised 
that Donald Leslie Boner of Nashville, Tennessee, had 
been in the Communist Party (CP) for about four months. 


On Septenber ＋ 1966, a third source advised 
n 


that Donald Boner, while attendance at a CPUSA Youth 
Conference, Camp Webatuck, New York, September 12-14, 1966, 
gave a report regarding Nashville, saying that CP persoanel 
were concentrating on organizing rent strikes, workirg with 
SSOC and Scr, and establishing a Socialist Stady froup for 
students. 


On September 27, 1966, and again on Juze 2, 1967, 
the third source advised that during the Summer of 1988, 
the CPUSA concentrated its youth cadre in organizirg projects 
in several cities in an effort to recruit for and strargtren 
local CP youth organizations, Nashville, Tennessee, was 
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included in this 100 ect. The youth placed in charge of 

the Nashville project was Donald Leslie Boner, with funds 

to be made available for three to five full-time organizers 

in Nashville. Jacqueline Saindon of the New York City CP 
also came to Nashville in the Simmer of 1966 for this purpose. 
At the CPUSA Youth Conference at Camp Webatuck, September, 
1966, Boner reported that effective liaison had been made 
with "ssoc. Following the conference, attendees Brian Heggen 
and Patricia Louise Rabbitt traveled to Nashville to join 
Boner’s Ea sttqrtg there, : 


On February 28, 1967, a fourth source advised 
that Patricia Louise Rabbitt of Seattle, Washington, a 
member of the Northwest CP District, had gone to Nashville, 
Tennessee, to organize in 3 en 2 CP assignment. 


on June 8, 1967, source five ‘advised that 
Patricia Rabbitt, Brian Heggen, Donald Boner and his wife, 
Carol Stevens Boner, were all active members of SSOC in 
Nashville and that Heggen was as of that time Editor of 
the official 09 publ gation, “Mew South student.“ 


ä The April, 1967, issue, Volume IV. No, 4, of. 
"New South Student" e K 111 a book review on page 22 by 


Donald Boner of a book ‘entitled "CIA and American Labor," 
authored by George Morris, Labor Editor of "The Worker," 

East Coast Communist newspaper. Boner was described therein 
a8 an active n! of the, Mpshy{iie 2200 Phapter. * 


On July 7. 1967, source three ‘advised that the Me 8 
CPUSA conducted a training schoo] for CP youths at Camp 
Abelard, New York, beginning June 17, 1967, and lasting 
for three weeks, During this school, CP youth conferences 
were held at the Camp from July 1 through July 4, 1967, 
and during a youth conference, a meeting was held relative 
to the activities of Party youths during a July, 1967, 
trip to the Soviet Union, which had been scheduled. It 
was announced that a trip to Leningrad for the DuBois 
Clubs of America and CP youths would begin July 17, 1967, 
A list of persons to be submitted to the Vietnamese had 
American Delegation for the Paris meeting with the 
Vietnamese youths was drawn up. The DuBois Clube of 
America (DCA) had been designated as the organizer for 
this meeting in the United States and suggested a list 
of names for the American delegation. -Among the names, - 
as. a representative for 880C, was Tom betes sale 
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SOUTHERN STUDENT ORGANIZING — (SSOC) 


a s „vorkliet Mailing,” Volume 1, No. i, dated 
September 15, 1067, reletive to staff announcements 
indicated that Tom Gardner, 8SOC Chairman, would be back 
from his trip to Prague in a few days. The article 
explained that Gardner was selected as one of 25 
representatives of the American Peace Movement to meet with 
representatives of the National Liberation Front — and 
_ the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRY). 


880C Ale matting,” dated February 14, 1968, 
indicated that Alan Lev * known as Nik, SSOC Vice 
Chairman, was in Cuba for’ the month of February (1968). 


87 letter dated April 26, 1968, on SSOC letterhead 
mailed to the general 8SOC membership over the signature 
of Mike Welch, Executive Secretary of SSOC, it was announced 
that as a step toward close relations with the Students for 
a Democratic Society (SDS) and better communications with 
the movement nationally, S50C and SDS have worked out an 
exchange of the "New South Student“ and the "New Left 
Notes, and that SDS and SSOC were exchanging contact lists 
of their respective members for this exchange. 
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Reference i de to report of Special Agent 5 2 25 
captioned above, at Miami, Florida. : 9 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 
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DEMONSTRATIONS AT 
NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC ä 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

AUGUST, 1968 

RM 0 

(00: CHICAGO) 

(Bufile 157-8589) 

(CGfile 157-2410) 


-| G-2, GNI, CSI, SEC. SER., STA 


OLAMIUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
UTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 


Re Chicago teletypes to Bureau and Atlanta 
2 ee 8/24 25, 1968. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 12 copies of a 
letterhead memorandum (LHM) captioned as above. 


Three copies of this communication and LHM are 
being furnished Atlanta, Baltimore, Philadelphia and 
Washington Field Office for purposes of information in 


cases in those offices. _¥3 379 Coe 


One copy of this LHW is being furnished to 
Secret Service, USA, both Chicago, Illinois, and Region I, 
113th MI Group, Evangtn, Jilinog ~ 
} 3 = — 

Bureau (Encls.12) (M) re 0 =n 
Atlanta (Encls.3) (RM) 9 
Baltimore (Encls . 3) (u) 182 SEP 11 1968 
Philadelphia (Encls.3) (RM) 
WFO (Encls.3) (RM) — 

chicago 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Chicago, Illinois : 
August 26, 1968 COIN 

CG 157-2410 

CG 105-16238 


DEMONSTRATIONS AT NATIONAL 
DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

AUGUST, 1968 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 


CONFERENCE (SCLC) 


—— 


The following information has been developed 
regarding possible demonstrations that might disrupt the 
National Democratic Convention held in Chicago, Illinois, 
between August 26 and 30, 1968, and the activities of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, (SCLC) a national . 
civil rights organization with headquarters in Atlanta, 


Georgia . 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. It is the property of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned 
= 170 to your agency; it and its contents are not 
CLASSIFIED AND f rent = outside your agency. 
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Tue above individuals supposedly departed Chicago 
on the night of August 23, 1968, by plane for Atlanta, 


J 


who has nished reliable information in @ p 

who has some knowledge of present SCLC activities in the 
Chicago area, advised that a SCLC staff meeting was held 
at the Central YMCA Hotel, 826 South Wabash Avenue, * 


* 


Chicago, on the afternoon of this date. —— ee 


b 


There were about 1890 hundred persons eteentios 
this meeting which concluded at about 4:30 p.m. It vas 
decided that SCLC would not boycott the Democratic te 
National Convention in Chicago, however, no definite plans 
were made to hold demonstrations during the convention. 
Source advised that Hosea Williams, one of the national 
SCLC leaders from Atlanta, was to arrive in Chicago with 
approximately 100 others SCLC members on the night of 
August 24, 1968. Source believed that Williams might 
advocate demonstrations during this convention and plans 
would then be made. Additional SCIC staff meetings are 
planned for the evening of August 24, 1968, and possibly 
August 25, 1968. A meeting is also planned for 1:00 p.m. 
August 26, 1968, at the Parkway Ballroom, 420 East 45th 
Street, at which time a delegation will be formed to go to 
the convention. Ralph Abernathy, the head of SCIC, had not 
yet returned to Chicago to attend these meetings. 
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DEMONSTRATIONS AT NATIONAL 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) 


DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION 1 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, AUGUST, 1968 . 
— VUE Nida 
\ 


Ted Robinson, from Baltimore, Maryland, who is 
described as a "Negro Quaker” and associated with the 
American Friends Service Committee, a Quaker oriented group, 
attended the SCLC staff meeting on August 24, 1968. He 
read a resolut ion against the Republican presidential 
and vice-presidential candidates prepared by the“ Ad Hoc 
Committee For Good Government,” a Baltimore group. 
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COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) 


syst 260 1065 57 


ivised tha ere had been no disturbances 
A the Chicago area August 24 to 26, 1968, which could be 
identified with SCLC or the above individuals. 


A cay of this communication is being furnished 
to the following agencies: 


United States Attorney's Office, Chicago, Illinois 
United States Secret Service, Chicago, Illinois 


Region I, 113th Military Intelligence Group, 
Evanston, Illinois 
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CONVENTION, AUGUST, 1968 


Copies of this communication are being furnished to: 


United States Secret Service, 
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United States Attorney 
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Region I, 113th Military Irtelligence Group, 
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Will continue to follow and report on seni- 
annual basis activities of pertinent individuals 
reflecting Communist infiltration in SCLC, 

ATLANTA 


AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 


Will continue to follow and report on semi- 
annusl basis Communist infiltration of SCLC. 
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are expected to have such activity in the near future. 
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DETAILS: 


Investigation in this matter has been directed 
solely to determining the extent of Communist infiltration 
in the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). 
Investigation has not been concerned with the legitimate 
dvil rights activities of SCLC. 


Where available characterizations of individuals, 
organizations and publications ae set forth alphabetically 
in the appendix section of this report. 


I, ORGANIZATION | 


A, Officers and Board of Directors 


—— 


une oe ee 


At its ilth annual convention held August 14- 
17, 1968 in Memphis, Tennessee, SCLC distributed 
a booklet “Southern Christian Leadership Conference”. 
The fourth page of this booklet under the captio 
"Officers" sets forth the following napes: ; 


4 


President Dr. Ralph Davi ernathy 


Atlanta, Georgia 


Chairman of the Board Rev. Joseph E/Lowery 
ae Atlanta, Geagia 


First Vice President Rev. c. K/Steele 
Tallahassee, Florida 


Second Vice 1 
President Rev. Samuel W Williams 
Atlanta, Georgia 


Third Vice President Rev. Curtis Harris 
ie Hopewell, Virginia 


Fourth Vice 
President Rev. D. Ning 
Chicago, Illinofgs 


Executive Vice 
President Rev. Andrew J. Young 
Atlanta, Georgia 
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caption - 
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Treasurer 

Secretary 

Assistant Secretary 
Historian 

Chaplain 


General Counsel 


* 
~ 


* . 


Parliamentarian 


617 i 7 


ce ee 


Mr. CirilaMicSween ie? One & 


Chicago, 111 


Rev. Fred 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


ois. 


Mrs. Marian B 


Atlanta, Georgia 


— 
— 


huttlesworth 


1 — * r f. 


New York 7 mee York 
pr. L. D.AReddick 27 
es Pennsylvania 
| 2 Major 3 /gones 


— 


chaunceyAskridge ee. 


Chicago, 1111201 


— 


Rev. Thomas E /kilgore 
Los Angeles, California 


96 


On the same page of this booklet under the 
“Board of Directors“ were set forth the 
L names: 
? 8227 CNSANIZATION 


Mrs. Victori®Adans 


Hattiesburg, Mississippi 
oe * 
Dr. William G~Anderson 


Detroit 


t, i 
Mr. Harr la fonte 


New York, New York 
ur. Robe rt/Brown 


High Point, North Carolina 


urs. Johnnie carr 
Montgomery, Alabama 


Mrs, Anni di vine 
Canton, Mississippi 
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PER OF Ser CRCANIZATION | 8 N 
1 — Rev. Jessé Douglas 
Birmingham, Alabama 
Rev. Georg dley 
Rocky Mount, North Carolina 


Rev. C. LY Franklin 
Detroit, Michigan 


Rev. oe — 
Chicago, Illinois 


Rev. J. p Acrier 


Atlanta, * 8 
Dr. Aaro enry 


Clarksdale, Mississippi 


Judge Ben aui Hooks 
Memphis, Tennessee 


Rev. O. Mu \goover 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Mr. Esau/jenkins 
Charleston, South Carolina 


* © — — « 


Rev. A. A- Johnson 
Laurel, Mississippi 


Rev. B. J. Aonnson, Sr. 


Atlanta, al 
Rev. A. DY King 
Atlanta, Georgia /. 


94 
Mrs. coretta-deot {Xing 


Atlanta, Georgia 


— —— 8 


Rev. Martin Luther Ting, Sr. 
Atlanta, Georgia 


ur. Johi\Lewis 


Atlanta, * 4 


Attorney Ab Lowenstein 
New York, New York 
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PR>LER OF SvojocT CROAKIZATICN 


Attomey charles organ 
5 Atlanta , Georgia 


Rev. A. Arbe ters 
Los Angeles, California 


Rev. SandyRay 
Brooklyn, New York 
Rev. Milton%eid 
Norfolk, Virginia’ 


Rev. Jefferson Rogers 
Washington, D. C. 


Miss Margaret Shannon’ 
New York, New York 


Dr. C. o Simpkins 
Hollis, Long Island, New York 


Rev. Kelly Miller*Gmith 
Nashville, Tennessee 


Rev. Nelson h 
Birmingham, Alabama 


Rev. Roland “Sith 
Atlanta, Georgia 


Rev. Danie eed 
Tallahassee, Florida 


Rev. Edgar Thomas 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Rev., John Thurston 
Chicago, Illinois 


Rev. . Talker 
Yonkers, New York 


Rev, Andrew white 
Nashville, Tennessee 
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Rev. M. L/ Wilson 
New York, New * 


Rev. VirgiKwood /V/,. .'. 
Boston, Massachusetts § - 


Dr. ClaudS Young 
| Detroit, Michigan 


With reference to the aforementioned individuals 
the following is noted: 


HARRY BELAFONTE 


Referred to in the Appendix Section of this 
report. 


JOHN LEWIS 


Referred to in the Appendix Section of this 
report. 


LAWRENCE D, REDDICK 


Referred to in the Appendix Section of this 


report. 
DR, S, O, SIMPEINS 


In January, 1964, source made available a program 
pamphlet for a meeting of the Southern Christian 
Educational Fund, Inc., (SCEF) which was to be held 
February 3, 1964. at the Roosevelt Hotel, New York City. 
Dr. and urs. C. 5. SIMPKINS were listed as sponsors 


on this program pamphlet. 
me | 


REV. C., k. STEELE 


In June, 1965, source made available records 
relating to a meeting of the Board of Directors 
of SCEF held in Atlanta, Georgia, on April 16, 
1965. Rev. C. K. STEELE was identified as having 


attended a meeting of the Board of Directors on 8 
date. 
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SCEF is referred to in the Appendix Section 
of this report. 


VIRGIL WOOD vA g 0 E 1 
„. 1 é 


A ' * 


4 
In the Harch 29, 1963, issue of the Lynchburg ris 
Daily Advance, a daily newspaper published at Lynchburg, ¢ -; 
iAirginia, ap/article appeared reporting that one 
-BRADEN attgnded a meeting of the Anton Branch of the 
Young lens Christian Association in the company of 
| .- VIRGIL WOOD. The article reported that WOOD was 
5 listed as a member of the Board of Directors of the 
commun st FF Oe AMaNON 
CARL BRADEN is referred to in the Appendix 
Section of this report. 


i 
| 
: 
; 
5 


oe b. 


GEORGE MEYERS is referred to in the Appendix 
Section of this report. 


fp - 
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"The Worker" is an East Coast Communist 
newspaper. 


wn NOVvVemDEe ‘ 
advisec nat nev. Vin 
(OOD, formerly Pastor o e Diamond Hill Baptist Church 
in Lynchburg, had in September, 1963, left tat area 
for Boston, Massachusetts. 


B, Executive Staff and Other Personnel 


The aforementioned SCLC booklet on the fourth 
page under the caption "Executive Staff" set forth te 


I name 
OF SB ef CROANIZATION 
1 Fred C-Bennette, Jr. 


Lee 6« 


9 Nationay Security 


Jame voi ae 
Nonviole Education 


Julian nd 
Assistant to the President 


Septima Po~Clark , 
Citizenship Education 


Dorothy cotton 
Director of Citizenship 
Education 


alte aunt roy 
Washington Representative 
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MESSER OF SUBJECT CRCANZZATION 


5 James A AAHarrison 
Comptroller 1 


111118 Funter 

Office N 
Jesse LY Jackson J. 
National Diredr of 
Operation Breadbasket 


Adel@ Kanter. 
Fund Raising ~ 


Bernar 1 Lafayette 
Program — 


Bernard S# Lee 
Special Assistant to 
President 


Mew-soong’ ti 
Economic Development 


Thomas E./Offenburger 7 Jo. ’ 2 5 
Director of Info mation 4 


. 
Federal Housing Program 


T. YORogers, Jr. 
Director of Affiliates 


William A>Rutherford a 5 


ae a / 
Hosea L illiams — We: 8 


voter Registration 


With reference to the aforementioned 
individuals the following in noted. 


JAMES BEVEL 


Referred to in the Appendix Section of this 


———— 
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JULIAN BOND 


JULIAN BOND was formerly Communications Officer, 
Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). As of 
January 10, 1966, BOND had been elected to the Georgia 
House of Representatives and on that date the House 
refused to scat him. This refusal was based on 
publicized comments rade by BOND on January 6, 1966, 
in support of statements made by JOHN B™“LEWIS, National 
Chairman, SNCC, regarding United States policy and actions 


in Vietnam. - 4 b! 2 


SNCC is referred to in the leoonel= Section ' 
of this report. 


ADELE KANTER 


—— — — 


HOSEA WILLIANS 


Referred to in the Appendix Section of this 
report. 


n -— 


dn April 12, 1968, — — discussed 
with WILL NASLOW, a representative of the Amcrican 


Jewish Congress; some aspects of SCLC operations. LEVISON 4 


"SEGRE 


? 


* Rn 4 


. — 


ia >. 2 9 0 ‘ 
rere. “os mattis: Retest ates * — * 4 N 5 
* ‘ - - . . * . * . - 9 * ; 7 * * . > P ¥ * 
— — — * aw | Al Vee = ead een > dne DD * 2 


6 5 
SEQRET 


commented he was considered by SCLC to be a member | 
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of its Executive Staff even though he did not receive 
any payment for his services. The Executive Staff, 
LEVISON explained, formulates policy for ae 


f 
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With reference to tle aforementioned individuals 
the following is noted: 


5 


Wm 


r a 0 


STONEY COOKS 
Rezorred to in the Appendix Section of this 


1 


report. 
THOMAS E, . CK, JR. 


During July, 1968, HAUCX indicated he had 
previously associated (not explained) with the Student 
for a Democratic Soctty (808). 3 L 
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SDS is referred to in the Appendix Section of 
this report. 5 
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ERIC XINDBZRG 


Referr2i to in the Appendix Section cf this 


b7b 


report. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, In., is referred to ia 
the Appendiz Section of tnis report. 
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AT 100-5718 


On May 4, 1968, STANLEY LEVISON told WILLIAM A, 


RUTHERFORD that ANDREW J. YOUNG should be reminded 
to contact the Marshal Field Foundation regarding 
a proposed contribution to SCLC. LEVISON explained 
this foundation was considering a contribution to 


SCLC of $275,000. * 3 
1 
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HARRX BELAFONTE on May 13, 1968, briefly 
explained to STANLEY LEVISON he had made prelimina 
arrangements with individuals (identities not known 
in Sweden regarding an appearance in that country 
of CORETTA SCOTT KING, widow of Rev. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. BELAFONTE said he felt there was a good 
possibility of this arrangement producing $250,000 
for SCLC Sag] 


} 
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The July 18, 1968, issue of the Los Angeles 
Times, a daily Los Angeles newspaper, published an 
article entitled "Fund-Raising Rally Nets 3142, 000 
for Poor People Drive.” The article revealed that 
HARRY BELAFONTE and several other popular entertainers 
on July 17, 1968, presented a it performance 
for SCLC at the Hollywood Bowl 
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AT 100-5718 


On February 24, 1968, Rev. KING discussed 
the mail appeal program with STANLEY. LEVISON, LEVISON 
mentioned that approximately ten days previously 3 
an appeal for funds for SCLC over KING's signature 
had been mailed to more than 70,000 persons. 
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As of May 4, 1968, STANLEY LEVISON se ate 


preparing a new mail appeal in the near future 
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HARRY WACHTEL is referred to in the Appendix 
Section of this report. 
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AT 100-5718 5 EXR ET 


On May 23, 1968, STANLEY LEVISON mentioned 
to WILLIAM A, RUTHERFORD that HARRY WACHTEL was 
organizing a fund rdsing dinner fa the benefit 
of SCLF to be held at the end of May, 1968, and 
which was expected to raise over $200 ,000 ay | 
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III. CONFERENCES AND CONVENTIONS 
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Rev. KING on March 29, 1968, conierred 
with STANLIZY LUEVISCN regarding what he felt vas his 

position as a result of violence which occurred 

in Nernphis, Tennessee; while de and other ocficers 


of SCLC were loading a marcn of sanitation workers 
in that city on the previous day. 
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At the 11th annuel SCLC convention held in ö 


5 2 ee 
discussion regarding c 


Life for Poor Peoplo.“ : i 
xr | 
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RANDOLPH T. BLACKWELL is referred t 
Appendix Section of this report. ' o in the 


| The program of the llth annual SCLC convention 
for the afternoon of August 16, 1968, scheduled a pzancl 
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discussion concerning "New Life For Poor People.” 
HOSEA WILLIANS was listed to preside at this panel 


discussion. JAMES BEVEL and JACK O'DELL were also 


listed as participants. ’ 


/ 
HUNTER PITTS*@' DELL, also known as JACK 


4 is referred to in the Appendix Section of 
his report. : 


On August 16, 1968, during the llth annual 
SCLC convention the SCLC Board of Directors approved 
the continuance of RALPH D, ABERNATHY as President, 


om: | 


IV, PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES, 


SCLC, 


A. Breadbasket. 


On August 15, 1968, while addressing: the llth 
annual SCLC mnvention RALPH D. ABERNATHY declared 
SCLC would establish Operation Breadbasket in thirty 


cities, (not identified). ö 
mm: 
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In early 1968 Rev. KING appointed HOSEA 
WILLIAMS in overall charge of SCIC personnel participating 
in the PPC. 


ö 
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STANLEY LEVISON on February 24, 1968, discussed 
some phases of the PPC with CLARENCE JONES. LEVISON 
mentioned he had recently sent a letter highlighting 
the PPC and requesting financial contributions to 
SCLC to 80,000 people. According to LEVISON the 
initial response to this letter was very gratifying. 


= 


| 7 
CLARENC NES is referred to in ‘ws Appendix 
Section of this report. * 
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STANLEY LEVISON on March 19, 1968, reviewed 7 
with HARRY WACHTEL SCLC's progress as of that time regarding | 
some portions of the PPC. LEVISON mentioned he was in 
favor of SCLC constructing a "shanty town” in the 
Washington, D. C., area. He also told WACHTEL "their" 
objective for the PPC was full employment and if:a:predise 
number of jobs resulting therefrom gould be subsequently 
ascertained, this would constitute a victory for Rev. KIN 
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Gn March 29, 1968, Rev. KING sought the advice 

of STANLEY LEVISON regarding the matter of SCLC controlling 
participants in forthcoming PPC demonstrations in 
Washington, D. C. LEVISON counseled KING to assume the 


position that he gould control his followers and phat he 4 0 
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could not one feel the responsibility of controlling 


other persons . 


WILLIAM A. RUTHERFORD and STANLEY LEVISON 
on May , 1968, reviewed general progress of the PPC. 
RUTHERFORD informed LEVISON that SCLC had prepared a 
"Declaration" of the PPC which incorporated an appreciable 
amount of material (not described) previously prepared 
by LEVISON. Gy) 
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BAYARD RUSTIN is referred to in the Appendix 
Section of this report. 


STANLEY LEVISON on June 3, 1968, expressed 
dissatisfaction to RALPH D. ABERNATHY of SCIC's request 
to have BAYARD RUSTIN participate in the PPC. LEVISON 
told ABERNATHY unless he exercised a firmer hand in 
the administration of SCLC and the PPC he vad have 
to terminate his assistance to SCLC. (gf 


SEQRE 


AT 100-5718 
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D. Ministers Leadership Training Progras 
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E. Podtion Regarding Vietnam and Peace 


The Atim ta Journal and Constitution, vedty 
Atlanta newspaper, on Page 7B of its August 18, 1968, 
edition published an article datelined Memphis, captioned 
"Young Blacks Rap SCLC For 'Sellout'.” This article 
referred to the llth annual SCLC convention which it 
said concluded on August 17, 1968. According to the 
article, the convention approved a resolution withholding 
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support "from the Democratic presidential ticket unless 
that party's nominees demand an end to the Vietnam 
War 29250 6 


41 100-5718 


am” 


At the above necing SCIC department heads 
presented to the Board reports concerning activities’ 
of their respective departments. THOMAS OFFENBURGER, . 
Director of Information, SCLC, in his report referred 
to STANLEY LEVISON as “one of the mot devoted supporters 


and advisers of SCLC". 
< LI 
6 49 — 


- STANLEY LEVISON on April 6, 1968, = 

with his wife BEATRICE the recent death of Rev. KING. 

SON said he would attend a policy making meeting 
of SCLC in Atlanta on April 7, 1958 
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On May 10, 1968, a representative (identity 
not known) of the New York Timed’ expressed a desire to 
SCLC to intérview a responsible official of this 
organization regarding its financial status following 
the death of Rev. KING. Upon learning of this request 
ANDREW J. YOUNG recommended to WILLIAM A. RUTHERFORD 
that STANLEY LEVISON be contacted to determine what 8 
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could be told about SCLC finances. gegy ) 
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WILLIAM A. RUTHERFORD on June 2, 1968, told 
STANLEY LEVISON he considered JESSE JACKSON to be 
virtually a "disciple" of JAMES BEVEL and said he . 
had a JACKSON frequently repeats many of BEVEL's 


ideas. ö 
2 . 


(Baten, 
STANLEY LEVISON on July 21, 1968, explained 

to CORETTA SCOTT KING that Rev. KING in the past 
frequently discussed various matters with the "SCLC 
Research Committee" prior to reaching a decision. ey 
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LEVISON said included in this committee was 
MIKE/HARRINGTON, BAYARD RUSTIN, HARRY WACHTEL and 
himself. , ae 
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MIKE HARRINGTON is referred to in the Appendix 
Section of this report. 
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HARRY BELAFONTE 
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The YCL has been designated by the U. 8. 
Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


JAICS BEVE 
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4 of vebraary 26, 1 
was a member of. the. Communist Party — 2 Distuct of 


On haguat’ 13, 1950, ‘RANDOLPH BLACKVELL attended 
a Labor Youth League convention ®© xk 
the Algonquin Club, 1400 haat haere ‘Street, Darhan, 
North an . 3 
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The Labor Youth League has been . 
by the United States Attorney General ee to 
Exe cut ive Order es 


CARL AND A BRADEN - 


. . 


Urs. ALBERTA AMEARN, 2311 — street, Louisville, 
Kentucky, @ self-aduittcd former nevber of the Coamun ist 
Party (CP), Louisville, Kentucky, in testifying on 
December 11 and 13, 1954, in Jefferson County, Kentucky 
Criminal Courr da a state sedtion prosecution against 
CARL J°.sS fun, identified BRADEN and his wife, ANNE 
ESN. D, ua, as having: been known to her as neubers of the CP 
Louisville, Kentucky, from January, 1951, to shortly 
pricr to the time 4 8 aig Ste 
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Tha GourierJonrani Louisville, . a 
newspaper ot genor- 1 circulation, on February 3, 1959, 
reported that CCM. BRADZN had beon sentenced to one year 
in prison om a charge of contempt of Congress on February 2, 
1959, in Atlanta, Georgia. The story noted that he had 
been convicted under this charge on January 21, 1959, and 
that the charge arose from his refusal to answer questbns 
rh exicam Activités. 
772 ag ea, E 
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newspaper ef general. circulation on Feb 
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. “the Courier-Journal on May 2, 1961, reported 
that CARL BRADEN had surrendered to the United States 
Marshal at Atlan, Georgia, on May 1, 1961, to begin 
serving a one-year prison sentence for contempt of 
Congress. 
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The Courier-Journal on February 2, 1962, 
reported that CARL BRADEN had been released from the Federal 
Prison Camp at Allenwood, Pennsylvania, on February l, 
1962. BRADEN indicated that he would return to his home, 
Louisville, Kentucky. 


As of August 30, 1963, CARL BRADEN and his 
wife, ANNE BRADEN, continue to reside at 1403 Virginia 
Avenue and are still employed as Field Secretaries for 
the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., (SCEF). 
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a 8 . “The New York Tines”. August 24, 1964, 
Colunn 4, reports that BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, National 
* Secretary, CP he died in New York city on the night of 


Augst 22, Res 
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In June, 1958, MICHAEL HARRINGTON held the 
‘position of National Chairman of te Young Socialist 


League (YSL) 1 
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7 In September, 1958, MICHAEL HARRINGTON was 
a member of the Young People’s Socialist League (YPSL) 
following the merger of the YSL and the YPSL. . 
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5 Cnc JONES is the General Counsel for 
aed the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, 15 East 40th Street, 
| N Tork city. 7 ex | is 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


: 3 ‘The Worker", an East Coast Communi: 
paper in its issue of May 2, 1965, page three 
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an article "2000 Hail Paul Robeson at Freedomways 
Tribute." The article states that "an overflow 
audience of 2000 frtends and admirers" of Paul 
Robeson greeted him at the Hotel Americana the 
previous week (April 22, 1965) on the occasion of 
the salute by "Freedomways” to Robeson on his 66th 
birthday. 


The article reflects that JOHN LEWIS 
Chairman of SNCC spoke at this affair. The article 
states that LEWIS spoke of Robeson’ past accomplishments. 
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Kagan 2 fogs 2 


“aD rs 
2 pied 


Pet FL 
2 
we 2 ree 1 N 4 ot aha * 2 
+? W Oe Pee! “sae 
4 . ~ te N 5 a ; tt 
a) * * . i 7 ~ 


Sciences at 8 State cottage , 
He era resides at 3704 W poesweurne Road, 
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N on — 17, 1943, source advised she 
had learned that Dr. REDDICK, who was then Director 
of the Schomburg Library, 103 West 135th Street, New York 
City, was one of the most unpublicized members of e 
the Communist Party €P). She stated that REDDICK «© 33% 
seened to be a source of information in regard to 
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socialisa and communism in the — — States and the 831 
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Sources oo March 23 1952, said that he set . 
LAWRENCE DUNBAR REDDICK in 1943 through EUGENE GOR , 
a staff member of the "Daily Worker” and that both  . ~.} 
GORDON and BENJAMIN J. DAVIS advised him that LAWRENCE 5 
REDDICK was at that time a member of the CP. The | 
source also said tat REDDICK was an 9 at the 
George: Renner — yaar hone 4 School. | 2 
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7 The "Daily Worker* | was an East Gast 
Connunist newspaper, which heres, rere on 
January 13, 1988. F ee ee e 

e 3 N 5 Se „ 3 — 
e ‘the George Vashi agton Carver School has been. at ae: 
designated by the United States Attorney General. 2 
ere to Executive Order 10480. . ize 25 ‘ae ee eee 
RE Og February 8 and 11, 1954, LAWRENCE DUNBAR ae 
REDDICK was interviewed by Special Agents of the Federal. a 
Bureau of Investigation in Atlanta, Georgia. He, at Pe 2 
that time, stated that he was not, and had never denn 


a member of, oF & syupathizer with the Communist Party. 
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BAYARD RUSTIN | 


In "The Saturday Evening post“, issue of 
July 11-18, 1964, page 76, BAYARD: RUSTIN is the subject 
of a feature article captioned "The Lone Wdf of Civil 
Rights.” In it, RUSTIN is said to have come to New 
York in 1938, as an organizer for the YCL, and as such, 
he had the job of recruiting students for the party“. 
Furthermore, the article reports that during his first 
years in New York, RUSTIN gave most of his earnings 
to the Party. He reportedly left the party“ in 
1941, the article states. 


"The Daily Worker", February 11, 1957, page l, 
cotumn 2, reported that BAYARD RUSTIN, Executive 6 
Secretary, War Registers League, was an observer at 
the 16th National Convention of the CP, USA, held in 
New York City, on February 9-12, 1957. 


„ "The Daily Worker” was an East Coad Communist 
publication until it ceased publication on January 13, 1958. 


On February 19,20, 1964, source advised 
BAYARD RUSTIN contacted BENJAMIN J. DAVIS on those 4 
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dates and sought his advice as to how he could escape 
from a speaking engagement to which he was committed. 
On the latter contact, DAVIS told RUSTIN tt he was 
working on his request and had contacted friends 

who had contacts th the group to which RUSTIN was 


to speak U 
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HARRY WACHTEL is the Executive Vice President 
of the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, 15 East 
40th Street, New York New York. He resides at 
29 Split Rock Drive, King Point, Long Island, New York. 
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Ww. E, B. DU BOIS CLURS OF AMERICA (DCA) 


A source has advised that on October 26-27, 
1963, a conference of members of the Communist Party 
(CP), including national functionaries, met in Chicago, 
Illinois, for the purpose of setting in motion forces 
for the establishnent of a new national Larxist- 
oriented youth organization which vould hunt for the 
most peaceful transition to socialism. These de legates 
were told that it would be reasonable to assune that 
the young socflists attracted into this new organization 
would eventually pass into the Cp itself 


A second source has advised that the founcing 

convention for the nev youth organization ves held 
June 19-21, 1954, at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San 

. Frencisco, California, at which tine the name 7. B. B. 
DuBois Clubs of Americe (DCL) vas adopted. 
Approz ina te 17 500 de legzetes fron thoushout the United 
Ste tes attended this convention. The eins of this 
organization, as set forth in the prsercnle of the. 
consStiution, ere, "It is ow de lief that this nation can 
best solve its problens in an atmosphere of peaceful 
coexistence, conniete disermanent end true freedom for 
all peoples of the world, and that these solutions 
will be reached mainly through the united efforts of all 
workins people allied in the unity of Nesro3s and other 
minorities vith whites. We further fully recozgnize thet 
ths zraatest threet to Ansrican denocrecy-com3ss from the 
racist and right wing forces in coalition with ths nos t 
reactionary ssctions of the ecoronic power structure, 
using the bol of anti-Conmunisa to divide and destroy 
the unified struggle of the vor King people.” 
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Over the Labor Dey vee'tsend, 1935, the DCA 
held a conference in Chicago, Illinois, end a new slete 
of officers was elected to the Netional Executive 
Comnittee (HEC) of the DC. Since Labor Day, 1985 
identities of those serving of the Hic hrs varied; 
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hovever, according to a third source es of Mey, 1966, 
thirteen of the fiftean riombsös of tho Ic were menders 
of the CP in the San Francisco Bay ares. 


As of Mey, 1985, the headquarters of the 
DCA was located at 1830 Fell Street, Sean Francisco, 
Celifornia. 
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W. B. B. DU BOIS CLUBS 
OF CHICAGO DCC © 


—— — 


On May 3, 1965, a source advised that on 
June 20, 1984, a group of young psople who attended 
the founding convont ion of the 7. B. 3. DuBois 
Clubs of America (DCA) net in Chicago end adopted 
a statenent of purposs and constitution forming 
the DCC as an affiliate of the Rational DCA, 


A second source advised on May 1, 1967, that 
DCA chartered clubs in the Chicago area are the 
West Side DCC and the Korth Sice DCC, nsither of 
which currently naintain a heazdauerters. There is 
no c@ntral heacquerters for the Dec end there are 
no unchertered clubs in this area. 


The second source advised that the majority 
of DCC menbsrs are also noribers of the Cp. 


During the past year DCC activity hes b3en 
almost nonexistent. 
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- The Gandhi Society for Human Rights was 
forucd for the purpose of developing a philosophy and 
tochnique of non-violent civil rights protests. It is 
a non-action orgenization and makes no attempt to 
influonce legislation nor participate in demonstrations. 
The Scciety furnishes logal assistante in certain civil 
rights cases. Tho organization vas incorporated 


June 14, 1962. 
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THE NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 


The Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications,” revised and published as of January 2, 
1957, to supersede Guide published on Hay 14, 1951, by 
the Conmittee on Un-American Activities, U. 8. House | 
of Representatives, Washirgton, D. C., contains the 
following information concerning “The National Lavyers 
Guild:" 


Be Cited as a Communist front. 


(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report 1311, on the CIO Political Action 
Committee, March 29, 1944, p. 149). 


Cited as a Communist front which “is the foremost 
legal bulwark of the Communist Party, its front 
orgenizations and controlled unions” and which 
"since its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist Party and 
individual members thereof, including known 
eepionazge agerts." (Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 3123 on the National 
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, originally 
released September 17, 1950. . 


"To defend the cases of Communist lawbreakers, 
fronts have beer devised making special appeals 
in behalf of civil liberties and reaching out 
far beyond the conf ines of the Communist Party 
itself. Amors these organizations are the 

a Katioral Lavyers Guild. When the Communist 


Party itself is under fire these offer a bulwark 
of protection.” 


(Internal Security Subcommittee of the Sonate 
Judiciary Committee, Handbook for Americans, 
8. * 117, — 23, 1956, p. 91). 
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"The Southern Patriot," a nonthly eee shows 
that it is published by the Southery Conference Educational 
Fund, Inc. (SCEF). 


“Tho Southorn Patriot“ wes cited as an organ“ 
of the Southcra ( zfersuc for Ruuan Welfare (Sci) by 
the Cornittce on Un-American Activiticz, kouze Report 582, 
June 12, 1947. 


The Scam was cited as a comnunist front by the 
Comnittee on Un~Amsrican „„ — House Report 592, 
June 12, 1947. 


An enmendrent to the charter of the SH da ted 
April 26, 1946, changed the nous of that organization to tho 
SCEF, end listed ite prrposo as being to imzrove the educational 
end culturel stardsrds of the Southern people in accorfzence 
— — highest Aer ican denocrat 10 institutions, treudmzcra, 
and ider: 18. 


The SCEF is self-described as having deep roots 

in the South where it began as the edvcetional wing of the 
Scim, organized in 1938 to work for econonic and political 
reforn. hon the SCHZ disbanded in the late 1946's, SCEY 
cont inuod as an independent organization, rallying support 
for intecration and domecrecy and helping to stinrlate and 
nurture new mcvencnts of the early 1656's. The SEF 
maintained headqusrters in Louisiana for trenty years, but in 
1966 moved its headquarters to Louisville, Kentucky. 


A sourcs advised on Merch 2, 19881, that CLAUDZ 
LIGHTYOOT, a Comcurist Party functionery, stated at a net ira of 
the Cozmaunist Party in z It inore, Maryland, on Februery 25, 
1661, thet the Corm:nist Party is not connected with auy 
progressive movorcut but indirectly they do have scho 
influorce in the oe 


me 5 1 * — 


— 2 — * - — 
a 7 
— 0 — 2 o~ « — © . * - 
> * 


J. — ; . ae 


- -- ee ee ee, eee — — 9 — 
TT 
° - — — 99 . “Pina - — 


9 — — —— - rw ow ava mt 
** „ - vo ** — — — — -_ : 
‘ ~~ - > oe « „ 122. 3 — ie 
8x KK ——— — . . — —trĩr me: „„ — — — 


U— — 2 — 27 a ne ce a: See ee er, 


Ar 100-5716 : 


— — ——— — — — ee 


4 — — — —— 0 25 n — — — « — — ö 


0 + ee ** 

~Be - — — — — — = 0 . : 3 

5 8 „ ary, rr Rees, . i 

———E — —— — — ee es — te - — an [ing 2 *. — a — 
e ar 3 5 * 


245 2 & . — — —— a2 — -? 


212 . — —— — — Se: — — r. Wr ee eee * 


. * 


A second source, who is familiar with some shined 7 i 
of Communist Party activity in the New Orleans area, advised 
on June 8, 1966, that during the time that the SCHY was in a 
existence menbers of the Communist Party were members of and "ih 7 
worked actively in the SCKW; hovever, since the fornat 10 of 
the SCEF, Communist Party meubers have not been encouraged 
to work in the Schr. The source stated that the SCEF isa a 
progressive, liberal organization, which he considers a a S 
Cornmunist Party front orgarization because it has gone along with 


the Cormuniat Party on certain wees, particularly « on tho =~ — 
racial issue. 7 * 
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CARL BRADEN and ANNE PRADEM, Director and Associate 3 
Director respectively of the SCEF, were identified by ALBERTA - * 
AHEARN, 2311 Payne, Louisville, Kentucky, a self-admittec — f 
former nenber of tre Commz sst Party, on December 13, 1954, 
in her testimony in Jefferson County, Kentucky, Court in the 
prosecution of CAZL NMUN under a state sedition statute as 
members of the Com=unist Party in Louisville, Kentucky, Irom 
January, 1951, to ** — 1954. : 


A third source advised an May 28, 1965, that GEORGE | 
MEYERS, a Communist Party ftnctiozary, expressed great edmiration ~ 
for CARL end ANNE BRADEN and the SCEF, with which they are 
affiliated, and expressed the view that the SCEF is the best Pi. 
organization in the South as far as doing ef :zect ive work is 
concerned and that they have a better idea of what they are 


doing, where they are heading, and influezce other organizations 
for the better. 


The second source also advised on June 8, 1966, that 
many people who are officials and supporters of tks SCEF, while 
liberal in their views, are by no zeans Conmunists,. 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 


The Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), as it 
is known today, came into being at a founding convention 
held at Port Huron, Michigan, in June, 1962. The SDS is an 
association of young people on the left and has a current 
program of protesting the draft, promoting a campaign for 
youth to cevelop a conscientious objector status, denouncing 
United States intervertion in the war in Vietnam and to 
“radically transform" the university community, and provide 
for its complete control by students. Gus Hall, General 
Secretary, Communist Party, USA, when interviewed by a 
repreccntative of United Press International in San Francisco, 
California, on May 14, 1965, described the SDS as a part of 
the “responsible left" which the Party has going for us. 
At the June, 1965, SDS National Convention, an anti-communist 
provissc was remcved frem the SDS constitution. In the October 7, 
1868, issue of “Mew Left Notes,“ the official publication of 
SDS, £n SDS ecpoxectman stated that there are some communists in 
SDS end they are welcome. The national headquarters of thiz 
o-giaingtion es of April 18, 1967, was located in Room 206, 1598 
ea: Kadison Street, Chicego, Illinois. 
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Literature distributed by tho Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), headquartered at 360-362 
Nelson Street, S.W., Atlanta, Georgia, describes itself j 
as not being a membership organization, but rather an agency 
attempting to stinulate and foster the gro:th of local pro- | 


test movoronts. Sücc was born out of the sit-in novoment 

. which erupted across the Scuth beginning on February 1, 1960. 
A confcrence at R3leich, North Carolina, that Spring, brought 

together many of the demonstrating Southera students in a 

loos3 network of militant youth which was officially naned 

SNCC in October, 1960. | 


A source has ne that in Vay, 1°66, Stokely 
Carmichael vas elected Netional Chairman by the Cencral Com- 
mittee. In May, 1967. Carmichacl vas replaced as Chairnan 
by H. Rap Brown, with Carmichael sssuning the position of 
Recruiter and Organizer for the SNCC. In August, 1967, at 
the invitation of Fidel Castro, Carmichael participated in 
the Organization of Latin Ancrican Solidarity Conference 
which was held in Havana, Cuba. Subsequent thereto, Carmichael 
. traveled to Hanoi and other sections of North Vietnan. He 
returned to the United States in Ceccmber, 1967, at which 
time his passport was picked up because of travel to un- 
authorized countries. 


A source advised that when Carnichael was elected 
Chairman of SNCC, the organization embarked on a program of 
eliminating Caucasians from its ranks. With the election of 
H. Rap Brown as Chairman in 1967, it enbarked on a world- 
wide struggle for human rights am to take a firm stand 
against violations of these rights by the American Government © 
and to strengthen its programs of opposition to the draft 

- and to the United States involvement in Vietnan. 


Literature distributed in Februzry, 1968, identi- 
fies SNCC as an organization in the revolutionary vanguard. 
It advocates that to be successful it is necessary to deve- 
lop a revolutionary ideology and nnn program. 


On August 13, 1967, while addveosine a group in 
the Watts area of Los Angeles, California, H. Rap Brarn said 
"You better shape up America, or we'll bern you down.” Later 
in February, 1968, in a publicized note Brown wrote, America, 
if it takes my death to organize my people to revolt against : 
you end to organize your jails to revolt against you and to 
organize your children, your God, your poor, your country, N 
and to organize mankind to rejoice in your destruction end 
ruin, then here's ny life.” 
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YOUNG SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


The national headquarters df the Young Socialist 


League (YSL) is presently located at 114 West Fourteenth 
Street, New York City. 


The March 1, 1954, issue of the “Young Socialist 
Chatlenge," published as page three of Labor Action" 
contained an article concerning the creation of the 
YSL, which pointed out that at a unity convention occurring 
February 12-14, 1954, at Labor Action Hall, New York. 

City, a-merger occurred between the Young People's Socialist 
League (YPSL) and the Socialist Youth Leage GYL). The 
new organization was named the 181. 


A source on June 15, 1954, made available 
the minutes of the YSL's National Action Committee meeting 
of April 13, 1954, which reflect that one 8. SITEMAN, 
"Chairman of SP (Socialist Party) Youth Committee" had 
objected to a statement appearing in Commerce“ a New 
York University Journal, which indicated 
that the YPSL merged with the SYL to form the YSL. He 
explained that YPSL did not merge with anyone, that it 
continued to exist as the youth section of the SP. He 
explained that what did happen was a small group of the 
YPSL was dropped, expelled, or suspended from that 
organization and joined the SYL, which he characterized 
as the youth group of the "Trotskyite ISL" (Independent 
Socialist League). He explained that after these few 
former members of the YPSL joined the SYL, the Zul. then 
proceeded to change its name for its own purposes. 


On April 9, 1956, a second source advised as 
follows: 


The YSL frequently worked in close sympathetic 
cooperation with the ISL towards similar objectives, 
although each major issue given mutual consideration 
is decided upon by these organizations individually. 

The YSL serves an an apprenticeship for the ISL, but 
ISL selection of members from YSL ranks is made on an 


individual and personal basis, In many instances YSL 


— — — — t!!! —T—T—TUͥ 


> 
4 


' 
‘ 100-5718 8 2 * 


members are also neabers of the ISL. The YSL add 
ISL utilize the same printing house in New York City 
and the YSL publication is printed as an insert in 
the ISL publication Labor Action.” Frequently, 
lecturers before the YSL azdé ISL members. 
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C. PUBLICATIONS 


FREEDOMWAYS ASSOCIATES, INC, S 


The records of the New York State Secretary of State, 
Albany, New York, show that the Certificate of Incorporation 
of Freedomways Associates, Inc., was filed on March 2, 1961. 


ee. ee 


The Second Quarter, 1966, issue of Freedonvays, 
self-described as "A Quarterly Review of the Negro Freedom 
Movement™ published by Freedomways Associates, Incorporated, 
799 Broadway, New York City, lists the following as its 
editorial staff: 


John Henrik Clarke, Associate Editor 
Esther Jackson, Managing Editor 

J. H. O'Dell, Associate Managing Editor 
John L. Devine, Art Editor 


A third source made available information on 
July 1, 1964, indicating that John Henrik Clarke attended 
the .first and founding meeting of the American Institute 
for Marxist Studies (AIMS) which was held on December 19, 
1963, and continued on January 10, 1964. 


This source also made available information on 
August 14, 1964, — that Clarke is an Associate“ 
of AIMS. 


On March 16, 1966, a fourth source advised that 
James Jackson, accompanied by his wife, Esther Jackson, was 
scheduled to depart on March 25, 1966, from the United States 
en route to Moscow to attend the 23rd Congress of the CP of 
the Soviet Union. This source described James Jackson as a 
member of the National Committee, CPUSA. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Atlanta , Georgia 
September 6, 1968 


Communist Infiltration of 


Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference 


Internal Security - C Lae 


Atlanta. report of — 
dated and captioned 
ove. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


AT-T-3 who has furnished reliable and unreliable 
information, 


This document containe neither recommendations nor conclusicas of the FBI. It ie the property 


of the FBI end is loaned te your agency; it end its contents ere not to be distributed outside 
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indicated, explain this deletion. 
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Deleted under exemption(s) hl with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 
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Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies)- 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


JOo - ¥38794- 3336. 
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indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) b / with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


Joo - 43879774- A336 
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SAC, CHICAGO (1053-162386) (157-2410) 


COMINFIL-SCLG 
RM 
OO: Atlanta 


DEMONSTRATIONS AT DEMOCRATIC 
NATIONAL CONVENTION , 9 
AUGUST, 1968 ; 
aM | 
00: Chicago 
ig Re Chicago teletypes to Bureau, dated 
8/28-29/68. : 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are twelve (12) copies 
of a letterhead memorandum dated and captioned as above. 
One copy each has been furnished to USA, Chicayo, U.S. 
Secret Service, Chicago, and Region I, 113th MI Group, 
Evanston, Illinois. Info copies have been designated for 
Atlanta, Buffalo and Charlotte. 
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Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) Akm X. 
„was / were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J.STICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 


— September 4 1968 
4 he” 105216238 ; 


57-2410 
7— 8 COMMUNIST INFILTRATION - C at AL 


e Py Jnl. SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIPS © 


ONF ERENCE 
10" 
Kren le ee ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN 
fei. u. 1-2.4.2.----- EMONSTRATIONS AT DEMOCRATIC HEREIN 1s UNCLASSIFIED 


: OF REVIEW FOR EAT IONAL CONVENTION EXCEPT WHERE 
: DECLA 1 £ GUST, 1968 OTHERWISE. — 
SLAY Reference is made to Chicago memorandum, dated 
posust 29, 1968, captioned as above. 
9358! 


ee wagons and six mules were located as of 9: I. 
on that date in a vacant lot at 1400 West Adams Street, 
Chicago. This lot is located near the Duncan Young Men's 
Christian Association (YMCA), 1515 West Monroe Street, where / 


Southern Christian Leadershi onference (SCLC) workers were 
residing. t is expected that the wagons 
would head e Conra ton Hotel on South Michigan 


Avenue at approximately 10:30 A. K. on that date. kach wagon 
was to start with 25 to 30 individuals, with the hope that 


as the wagons moved through the Negro community the grou 
increase with volunteers from the community. 2 
— LC had no plans to start any racial incidents, 
ut mere intended to demonstrate with its mule train in 
the = of the Hilton Hotel. This group was reportedly 
under the leadership of Reverend Ralph Abernathy, President, 
SCLC. There vas an unverified rumor to the effect that the 
demonstrators may attempt to travel from the Hilton Hotel 
to the area of the Amphitheatre, where the conventm vas x } 
being held. 
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concerning this matter, advised that as of 5:00 P. M. on that 
date the SCLC mule train was still in the vicinity of 1400 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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West Adams Street, Chicago, awaiting the arrival of Hosea 
Williams, SCLC official, who was to choose the parade 
route. The wagonmaster of the mule train was identified 
as Sylvester Sheffield, of Atlanta, Georgia. This 

source advised that seven individuals were then associated 
with the mule train and wagons. 


bd 


K Ü that as of 6:10 P. u. 
5 mule train had left the 1400 block of West Adams 


and consisted of three wagons and 75 to 100 people. The 
planned route of the mule train was east on Madison Street 
to Clinton Street and north on Clinton Street to Washington 
Avenue, and east on Washington Avenue to Michigan Avenue, 
and south on Michigan Avenue to the Conrad Hilton Hotel. 


On August 28, 1968, representatives of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) observed the SCLC 
mule train meet up with approximately 200 to 300 "hippies" 
at 7:30 P. K. at Michigan Avenue and Jackson Boulevard. 
This group proceeded south on Michigan Avenue towards the 
Conrad Hilton Hotel. At 9:20 P. M. on that date the SCLC 
mule train left the area of the Conrad Hilton Hotel and 
reportedly was returning to the vacant lot at 1400 West 
Adams Street. 


N e a 
advise a e mu 1e 
ain le y verend Ralph Abernathy was to be utilized 


in connection with a meeting planned to be held at the 
West Side Organization (WSO) Headquarters, 1537 West 

Roosevelt Road, between 11:00 A. M. and 2:00 P. K. on 
August 29, 1968. Plans then called for Abernathy and the mule 
train to proceed to the vicinity of the Amphitheatre. 
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DEMONSTRATIONS AT DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL 
CONVENTION, AUGUST, 1968 


drive the mule train to the Chicago Amphitheatre, site 
of the Democratic National Convention on that date, and 
would give a speech at the convention. 


On August 29, 1968, representatives of the FBI 
observed the SCLC wagons and mule train at the vacant 
lot at 1400 West Adams Street at approximately 10:30 A.M. 
Only two people were observed in the vicinity of the mule 
train. 


At approximately 11:40 A. M., representatives 
of the FBI observed the mule train leaving the 1400 block 
of West Adams Street, traveling east on Monroe Street. 
There were 14 riders at that time. 


anned route for 
Seeed east on Monroe Street to Wabash Avenue, south 
on Wabash Avenue to YMCA Hotel, 826 South Wabash. From 
there the mule train was to proceed west on Roosevelt 
Road to 1537 West Roosevelt Road, the headquarters of 
wso. 


WSO is a militant west side civil rights group. L | 


Cc. 
REO LN Ra lph 
Abernathy was scheduled to meet the mule train at the WSO 


Headquarters and make a radio speech. At the conclusion 
of his speech the mule train would possibly proceed to the 
Amphitheatre. 3 


At approximately 12:40 P.M. on August 29, 1968, 
representatives of the FBI observed Reverend Abernathy 
and Andrew J. Young, Executive Vice-President, SCLC, 
join the SCLC mule train in the vicinity of Wabash and Balbo 
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Street near the Conrad Hilton Hotel. Abernathy and Young 

took seats on the first wagon. Approximately 75 persons 

were marching with the mule train. b d 
7 


T—— 
rain, accompanied by approximately 400 persons was then 


heading east at 22nd Street and Michigan Avenue, in the 


opposite direction from the WSO Headquarters. Its destination 
at that point was unknown. 
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A copy of this communication is being 
furnished to the United States Attorney, Chicago, United 
States Secret Service, Chicago and Region I, 113th 
Military Intelligence Group, Evanston, Illinois. 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438994) pate: 8/15/68 | 
' SIFIED AND 
2 : SAC, JACKSON (100-36) (r) ceo 1 


g N 1“ 17 — REASUN 7" * 
SUB UTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADE FCIM, u. 1-2 

57 "CONFERENCE (SCLC) n Dare OF g 
1 


Mr S C 2 1 
i bf ReJNtel to Bureau and nenphle 114/68. 


(00: ATLANTA) 


. Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of LHM 
in captioned matter; information copies enclosed for 
Atlanta and Memphis. 


& 0 
j~ 


One copy of LHM forwarded USA, Jackson, USA, 
Oxford, Secret Service, Jackson, and two copies to 


AGENCY: ACSI, . OST; 3 


: : ISD, CID, u 
DATE row 2 AK f 
JACKSON HOW FORW! 25 
At Jackson, Mississippi ~~~ / co LF 7440 


Continue to follow and report any developments 
having a bearing on the SCLC Convention in progress at 
Memphis, Tennessee. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Jackson, Mississippi 


august 25, % i conser 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
. CONFERENCE (SCLC) 


L970 


advised at 1:30 p.m. August 14, 
968, that one Trailways Scenic Cruiser bus bearing Tennessee 
License BA0626, was preparing to depart Bellflower Baptist 
Church, Grenada, Mississippi, with 70 predominately Negro 
passengers; bus was en route to Memphis, Tennessee, to end 
the SCLC Convention and the group was led by Roland H Betts, 
Negro male, recently of Grenada, Mississippi. dA. If y¥e- 44 


male, age to 28, 185 pounds, eet 2 inches, black hair, 


brown eyes, and recently arrived in Grenada, Mississippi, 
after being recently designated as SCLC Project Director, 
Grenada, Betts has, of late, been holding meetings at Bell- 
flower Baptist Church in an effort to organize an SCLC project 
in Grenada to improve Negroes’ status there. 


Appropriate local, state, and Federal authorities 
were advised of the above information, 


This document contains neither recommendations | 
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHI P 
CONFERENCE, AUGUST 14-17, 1968 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


RACIAL MATTERS 


Memorandum at Charlotte, North 
Carolina, dated August 15, 1968, 
captioned as above. : 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 
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Reference is made to memorandum at Charlotte, 
North Carolina, dated August 15, 1968. 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER RECOMMENDATJONS 
NOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY 
OF THE FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOUR AGENCY; IT AND 
ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE 
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The Reverend RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY opened the 
convention giving a sumzary of the events to teke place. 
ABERNATHY aiso stated that people were not aware of the 
results of the Poor Peoples Campaign at Washington, D. C., 
due to the press not printing the true facts or purposes. 
ABERNATHY outlined the program at the convertion which was 
to concern Operation Bread Basket“, politics, housing and 


co-ops. ABERNATHY stated that white and black people rust 
organize what he called "scul pover“ in order to bring about 


— SO ee errr ree 2 ere om ee « — 


a peaceful solution to problems. He stated the SCLC will 
no longer act to stop violence. 


Reverend JESSE JACKSON, "Operation Bread Basket", 
Chicago, Illinois, spoke, stating that the poor people 
are 40 per cent of the country, and this is the profit 
margin enjoyed by business. Through effective organization, 
they will be in a position to demand the profits go back 
to the poor community from busiresses and the poor people 
will become the decision makers of the economy. JACKSON 
stated the first national project will be against the 
A and P Company, which is to start immediately in Chicago, 
Illinois. The goal is for 30 per cent of the employees 
of the A and P to be Negro, and he desired Negro-made 
products be sold by the A and P. 


On August 15, 1968, ANDREW YOUNG, Vice-President 
of SCLC, Atlanta, Georgia, gave a speech centered around 
non-violence. He claimed the SCLC will continue to be 
non-violent. He also stated that there is concern about 
welfare money being spent in the country, but there should 
be more concern about the fact that farmers are being paid 
large sums for not farming while welfare checks of $30.00 
and $40.00 per month are giving the Government the authority 
to investigate and intimidate the poor. YOUNG claimed the 
non-violent movement has resulted in only a few deaths. He 
stated the militant groups have caused many of the deaths, 
but some were not done by snipers but were caused by law 
enforcement officials. 


RANDOLPH BLACKWELL, SCLC, Atlanta, Georgia, 
organizer for co-ops and low ircome housing spoke and 
mentioned that the Alabama Farm Co-op is now making shirts 
and pants, and efforts should continue to organize such 
co-ops throughout the United States. 


On August 16, 1968, HOSEA WILLIAMS, in charge of 
voter registration for SCLC, Atlanta, Georgia, spcke at 
which time he claimed many Negroes were elected through the 
efforts of the National Voter Registration Project under 
the supervision of SCLC, and that much more effort will 
be put out in the future. 
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Reverend ABERNATHY spoke and indicated that a 
national youth conference of the SCLC is to be held at a 
date to be announced later. 


On August 15, 1968, Reverend BANKS, chairman of 
"Operation Bread Basket“, appeared at the convention on 
August 15, 1968, and stated the Negroes in North Carolina, 
will protest the P. Lorillard Tobacco Company in North 
Carolina; however, no date was announced for this to take 
place. 


Identified as members of the Chicago delegation 
were following: 


— 


„. 


. — ‘ 


ANGELIA/DAVIS, SCLC, 7705 South Langley Street, 
Chicago, Illinois; — —— 


YELECIA~€OWARD, SCLC, 240 West 38th Street, LA 
Chicago, ‘Illinois; 


— — 


„  DBLOIS*ELLIOTT, scic: — Gane SCLC: 
GAYLO- GREEN, SCLC, 411 of 366 East 47th Street. Chica ei 
Illinois. gO, ___ 


On Friday night, August 16, 1968, the Invaders“, 
a local Negro organization at Mezphis, handed out the 
following leaflet critical of the SCLC: 
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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFZRENZE, AUGUST 14-17, 1968, 
pas, TEKNESSEE . 


RACIAL MATTERS 


Memorard=um at Charlstte, North 
Carolina, dated August 26, 1968, 
captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document costa neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property 
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ONT? ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF . 
PEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION 


Baltimore, Maryland 
September 9, 1968 


RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
INTERNAL, SECURITY - C 


L onf ident 121 source advised cn August 28, 1963 Fa» 
that the Southern Christian Leadership Conferenee (SCLC) 
Convention was opened with a cultural black arts exhibit 
and stage show at the Club Paradise, €45 E. Georgia Avenue, 
Memphis, Tennessee on the evening of August 14, 1968. 

There were instrumentalists, vocalists, choirs, poets 

and a modern dance group. There were displays of black 
African art on sale end recordings, medals and books about 
the late or LUTHER KING, Jr. 


” This confidential gource advised that the SCLC 

— was officially headouartered at the CME Building, 

531 8. Parku2y, Memphis, Tennessee. The opening session of 
the Convention started about 11 A.M., August 15, 1558. The 
delay of the Convention was due to the fact that,there were 

still many people not registered. The first 

program consisted of the singing of freedom/ongs and cheering, 
¥ followed by a devotional service. The ogefiing session was r 
called to order by the Reverend RALPH P. ABERNATHY. A copy ° 
3 of his speech is attached herewith. This session recessed 

around 1 P.M. for lunch. The 9 eession started at 223 

P. M. 
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1s source advised that the afternoon l or | * 
Thursday gust 15, 19£8 opened at approximately 2:30 NM. _by 
Dr. HUTTLESORTH introducing the Reverend ANDRE 
the keynote spetker. SHUTTLESWORTH, in his introductor 
remarks, stated that Reverend YOUNG came to the SCLC in 196 
and has deen an ardent worker and was an asset to Dr. KING and 
now has a ca an even greater, asset to APERNATHY. 
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RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN ‘*?~' — 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) dh ee 
. INTERNAL SECURITY - C | 


Source advised that YOUNG's speech related to 
the convention that Senator EASTLAND receives $13,000.00 
a month not to farm from the United States Government. 
He further informed the audience that we are not going 
to sit back and wait for things to get better. We are 
living in a period where things are getting desperate. 
Some people are hurt and mad by the system and they may 
become violent. YOUNG advised the audience that they must 
use their heads and not bear emotions. He informed the 
audience that “after learning the bugaloo, the horse, the 
four corners and the latest dances, learn freedom. Don't 
rush up here looking for autographs, rather get something 
in your heads. We need to send people to Guatemala, Bolivia, 
South America, Bogata and Columbia to spread the plight of 
the poor folks in this country. The United Fruit Company 
controls 13 nations. We are asking you not to buy California 
grapes and we are in the process of asking the nation to 
buy bananas." 172 — 


Source advised JESSISYJACKSON, head of the Operation 


Breadbasket from Chicagofiwas“the next speaker and he asked 
the convention to stop speaking about ghettos but rather 
talk about colonies. He also mentioned his Operation Bread- 
basket. He talked about the boycott which affected A & P 
Stores in Chicago that already started and that it is going 
to spread to all states that have A & P Stores. | 


Source advised that at this stage of the convention 
the groups s;iit up and went to work shops. The work shops 1 
ended early es/there was a freedom banquet which was to tak io 
place that ng at the Club 7 At this banquet 
Mrs. CO “KING, wife of the MARTIN EBARING, Jr., 
nas the n speaker and jazz singer ; IN was 7s” 
soloist. Other music was rendered by the Operation Breadbasket 
choir. Reverend ABERNATHY spoke about the program for the 
following day of the convention asking all delegates to please 
be in their respective seats at 10 A.M. after which he 
introduced Mrs. MARTIN LUTHER KING. She spoke about the 
Declaration of Independence, referring to the year 1776. She 
stated that it will be 300 years in 1976 and that America 
had ignored its black citizens for that length of time.. She 
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RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN 
| CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


stated that any form of injustice is wrong and that we 

as a people are being destroyed from within by racism 
and externally by violent wars. Mrs. KING further stated 
that we are experiencing a sickness of violence. 


Source advised that Mrs. KING's speech appeared 
to be quite successful with the people. 


On Friday morning, August 16, 1968 at 10:15 A. M., 
the session opened with the singing of several hymns after 
which they were led in prayer by Reverend DORSEY from 
Atlanta, Ggorgia which was followed by a speech by 
RICHA USER who came from London, England which appeared 
to move the audience greatly. He spoke about new life in 
education for the poor and the awesome conditions that 
exist in South Africa. HOUSER spoke of how racists try 
to demoralize leaders of minority groups and often kill them 
and the racist's chief goal is to divide the minority and 
set them against each other. He told the audience that you 
must try to get to the "Uncle Toms and Brother Tom Toms. 

He further stated that you must get the women and the young 
people interested in the struggle. In his closing remarks 
he stated that we should help to reform and reconstruct the 
ghettos and he addressed the convention stating they should 
unite as other minorities have and particularly unite the 
women. 6 


At this point in the program Mrs. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, Jr. and her children entered whereby there was a 
memorial service for the late MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr. A 
NKLIN, Pastor 
ichigan. After 
the sermon the convention was broken up into afternoon work 
shops. The following was discussed: a 


Is America worth saving? Can Amer ie be saved?  . 
The first panelist at this work shop was CARI FERRIS 


spoke about labor. The next speaker was Mr. CHARL OR naan, \°7 


a representative from the Civil Liberties Union. He vas 
followed by Dr. RALPH D. ABERNATHY who stated that he was 
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RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN ~-. „ 


CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (sere 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C — | 


going to ask the Denocratic Convention to seek the members 
of the Poor People's Campaign as delegates from the 5lst 
State Of Bangety which endec this session. 


The source advised that the evening session on 

priday, August 18, 1988 was opened at 8 

BOOK, who is the head of the Sanitation Department of 
Memphis, Tennessee, who introduced the guest speaker, 
RICHA TCHER, Mayor of Gary, Indiana. Mr. HATCHER spoke 
of the farmers rece ving millions of dollars not to farm 
while people in Mississippi, Harlem and Bi-Africa starve 
to death. He stated that in this decade three of our 
leaders have fallen who stood for justice. He went on to 
say that this country must deliver what is guaranteed to 
every citizen by the Constitution of the United States. He 
stated that when Resurrection City is erected in Washington, 
D. C. many senators rushed to the city to have their picture 
taken with the poor people. When it came to voting time 
the poor people did not have many friends. 


Source advised after KATCHER's speech, Reverend 
RALPH D. ABERNATHY presented a few awards for outstanding 
service after which he closed the convention. Attached 
herewith is a copy of statement of Reverend RALP:I D. ABERNATHY 
on we goals of the Poor People's „ 


OR eT e 


. 7 
u OF REV, RALPH DAVID ABERAAT * rr. 
5 a 
eus OF POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGS 
| | I, FEDERAL AGEICIES 
4. bopertaent of Agrieul ture Immediate 


I. Actica on feed prograns including — | 


a., Feed program in all 1,000 neediest couaties which will have m | 
- participation of the poor; : | 


- > 


— ge 


b. Issuance ef free feod stamps to no- incene and extremely low inn 3 
come fanilies, a scaling dowa of food stamp prices generally and an 
equitable distributioa of anounts of food based on meee rather then 
income; 


8. Beerpency distribution of supplementary food in those counties 
among the 256 burger ccunties cited by the Citizens Board of In- 


quiry whose present food prograns fail te reach substantial manber 
ef the poor; 


a <> O& @ 


* . one . * 


4. Immediate expansion of the quentity of comaodities dietributed 
aad substantial inprovezxcnt of the quality and variety ef food 
given under the Commodity Distribution Program to insure a bal- 
anced and nutritious diet to recipients; 


„ Substantial increase in the number ef free and reduced price 
school lunches to needy children, 


The Department shoulc prepare specific guidelines and a tineteble 
for implenentation to be agreed upon by Poor People's Campaign 
representatives for ending discrimination in key farm POgrensy 
particularly ASCS, FHA and Federal Extension Service, 


FI-1969 


1, Request and strongly fight for appropriations under the Food Stamp 
and Commodity Distirbution Programs sufficient to provide fcod for 
the 10.7 million persons deterained by the Sepertnent to have seri- 
ously — diets, 
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2. Establish «a centinuine gteustere der — of the poor in 
A g and evaluating programs affe fing then, 


J. Double the request for and fight for appropriations for increased | 
cooperatives among rural Mexican-American, Indian and Negro poor 
and establish ea specific timetable and guidelines for establishing © 
cooperatives among these groups, 


. Devise a plan to revise the present acreage diversion policy and to | 
provide nore eqitalbe distribution of funds te aid poor farmers, : 


1. 0. x. o. Immediate 


1. 0. R. o. should immediately devise a plan ae * e nber 
of promisisng sgub professionals at local levels can be brought up 
to the local, regional and naticnal O0. F. O. staffs. 0.E.0 should 7 
establish a program analogous to the Federal Management Intern 
Program for poor pepple and subprogessionals who have denonstrated’ | 
skill in working with ths poor, O. B. 0. should committ a specific | 
percentage of consultant slots to the poor, 


0.E.0., in consultation with a delegation of representatives 
from the Poor People's Campaign, should devise specific guide~ 
lines for citizen participation and a simple appeals procedures 
and forum for all variety fo complaints. 
„ J. 0. B. 6. should immediately establish a stronger rural develop- 
ment staff and program with a technical essistance staff for ru—- 
ral ereas which lack trained professional personnel to insti- 
tute and dosfgn progrems, Such staffs should be available to come 
into coxmmmities and help the poor start programs and train 
local people to run then, 


k. O. B. o. should fight for the supplemental oppropraition bill for 
summer jobs and Head Start. 


5. 0.E.0;.should fight for the full requested funding of its progran 
for the coming fiscal year without any further eroding of the 


rights of * poor. 
Fy-1969 55 
. 0. B. O. should set up a pormmnent "ombudsman" for the poor for 
continuous policing of its programs by those affected. 


2. O. B. 0 rust devise a budget for the following fiscal year (Fy-1970} : 
adequate towage a serious battle against poverty rather than * 
present inadequate serimage. 
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1. HEW sheald endorse and fight for legislation „ in this 
Bession ef Cengress that would relieve some of the worst aspects 
1 ef the welfare system, It should fight particularly fer the 
e repeal of the freeze“ and cumpulsory work requirements of the 
wi 2 1 1967 Amendments to the Social Security Act, for mandatory pro- 
visions for support of families with unemployed fathers, and a 
Federal national minimin standard of welfare benefits. 


Ee EE — , 
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2. HEW should act now to end by administrative decision state "*man- 
in-the-house" rules and require states to continue to make full 
assistance payments during appeals from decisions to reduce or 
terminate payments, 


In light of the recent Supreme Court decision, Hew should abolish 
freedom-of-choice desegregation plans and adopt clear guidelines | 
in consultation with representatives of the Poor People's ‘Somat 
which would require and result in the eradication of the dual : 
school systems in the southern states by the fall of 1968. 
HEW should devise a specific plan whereby school districts receiving 
Federal funds are required to provide for participation of poor 
people in the design, development, operation and evaluation of 
education programs, To enable such participation to be effective, 
school districts must be required to mske per-pupil expenditure 
and pupil achievement data availiable to local citizens, If legise . 
lation is needed to do any of this, then the administration should 
propose it in the Congress. : 
5. HEW must come up with a specific action program for bringing ade- 
quate and essential health services to the poor and for radically | 
reducing the level of deaths among poor infants and their mothers, 
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1. HEW must devis+ s comprehensive and specific plan and timetable 
for abolishing northern school segregstion. 


2. HEW should devise a structure for specific mubers of the poor to 
participate in decision-making on programs which affect their 
interests, 


3. HEW should implement more experimental income maintenance programs 
in rurel areas and on Indian reservations, 


bp. LABOR 


1. The Secretary of Labor should endorse end f 8.5 passage of a 
job bill this session of Congress which w 2111 255 stantially ine . 
crease employrent opportunities for the poor in both private 
and public sectors, such as the Clark Emergency Employment Act, 


5 
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The af, y must revise the 3 * lines and structure 

of the existing programs of the Department, in consultation with the 

poor, to insure ulli participation of the poor in the decision-mak‘ng 

processes as well as in employment opportunities at all levels, part i- 
arly manpower training, CEP and tne Exployment Service. Specif! 


111. rs of the poor to de agreed upon should participate in program 


PEE 
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and implementa: ~ion, 


The Departaent should estab.isr. a pian and <imetable for vigorous 

enforcement of fair erploynent reguat fons, <n particular, ways 

should be found for employment of specific nurbers of poor and 
the ainority groups in employment service commision in each state, 


2. More vigorous contract compliance shouid be inplerensed to end 
discrizination, 


J. Devise a comprehensive jobs package to erradicate unemploynent, 


Department Of State 


1. Establish an intergency comrictee consissing of representat ves 
of the poor and the Departments of State, vustice and Interior 
to study the question of legal ownersnis of <he disputed iands 
under the Treaty of Guadslupe-Hidalgo, 


Department of Interior 


1. Devise e mcdel schools system for Indian cniidren in tne communities 
where theylive, with full community control and M1 Federal respensi«- 
bility for provision of adequate resources [or such 8 systezx., 


2. Devise a specific plan for creating Jobs and housing on indian reserva- 
tions, and adequate assistance for indians wishing <o relocate in | 
the cities. 


II, Legislative Priorities 


1. Passage of a jobs bill (the Clark Emergency Exployment 3! provide 
Ang for employment in private and public sectors, 


2. Passage of the pending housing bill. 


3. Repeal of the "freeze" and compulsory work requirements of the 1967 
380011 Security Act enactment of mandatory provision for support of 


families with unemployed fathers and of a federal minimus standard of 
welfare, ; 


f 


k. Passage of the collective bergaining legislation for farm workers. 


3. Maintain level of approparistions requested for school lunch and break- f 
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Fast prograns, poverty progran, pee and W Education Act, 
IU affect the poor, 


4} 
Take adequate legislative steps to supplement the ability ef the Secre- 
er every hungry person by greatly 
increasing the appropriation for the food stamp and commodity prograns, 
and retention of the Javits Amendment on Section 32 to free $227 million 
fer food programs this fiscal year, 


Pass legislation providing a guarmteed annual income as a matter of 
right for those who cannot or should not work, 


‘Pass legislation adequate to insure thet every American citizen will 


1 


' 
1 
1 


have a decent job at decent wages and a decent house at reasonable costs,. 
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Dr. Ralph David Abernathy 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 


lith Annual Convention 
Tennessee 


Mexphis, 
August is, 1968 
| 1 nat IT| M. Mr. Chairmen, Officers and Members of the Board of Directors of 
the Southern Chrictian Leadership Conference, Delegates to this lith 


Annual Convention, ladies and gentlemen: 


* 


I come to you with my first report as Preisent with feelings of 
 gorrow, gratitude, and strength: Sorrow, because tragedy thrust me . 
Anto this positions gratitude, because of your confidence in me; and 

strength, because you are standing with me inthis very critical period 


ker our organization, our nation, end the world. 


Let me begin by expressing my profound thanks and sppreciation 
to the Board for the trust you placed in me a few months ago, on April . 


ec me — — ower wm 
* * 
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9, 1968, men you elected me President of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. As you know, this office not only requires the 
leadership of a great arry of people, but it also carries tremendous - 
duties and responsibilities and burdens, 
ZI have stated many times, and I wish to repeat it today, that no 
man living today can adequately fill the shoes of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
our fallen and sainted leader, Nevertheless „ we mst be realistic. 


forces of evil, striking with an assassin's bullet, took from us and 


from the nation and the world, our leader the most powerful and eloquent 
personality of our time or of any age. Dr. King was a dedic ated worker 
a profound thinker, a dynamic preacher and prorhet. He accomplished moré 
in his trief 39 years than most men acheive in a life long span. His 
nae ior was a majestic ue of his own teachings. It is not how long 


‘one lives, but how well. Although he was cut jn in the prime of life, | 
he was tired and had 0 wuch-needed and most deserved rest. We 
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a * down in r prime of life, he was tired ar: pad earned a nruch- needed | 
i 
: and. moet deserved rest. He now lives eternally with God, leaving us a rich and 


noble legacy, as well as ‘unfulfilled dreams. _ CONF NMH. 


So, in spite of the fact that no one can entirely replace him, we all 


realize that it would be trasic indeed if we merely sat around his e 


a 
.. 


and mourned his pas sinz. The greatest tribute we can pay to Vartin Luther 


— 
= 


King, Jr., the greatest monument we can build in memory of his marvelous 


fe, 
* 9 
* 


service and incalcuable sacrifices, will not be mortar and brick and stone, nor 


endowments and scholarship fun’'s, but the continuation of his noble efforts to | 


* . 


redeem the soul of America and inspire people everywhere to work nonviolently 


for justice, brotherhoo.’, and peace. 


i 
‘ ‘ 
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In this spirit and upon your request, I have taken the reins of our 


orzenization and t.ried to carry on for the last four months. I wish to express: 
* 


my eternal — to the Chairman of the Board, Dr. Joseph Fhols-Lowery, 
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to the Vice 1 the other Officers, and Members o the Board for your 
strong support. And above all your understanding and sympathy. I know that 
you are well aware of the divisive forces, including some in the news rz.edia, 
which hope to split and even destroy our — by attempting to pit us 
against cock other and a groundless rumors. Iam happy to say that 
up to now this has been a fruitless effort on their part. 


I am happy to report that the staff of SCLC, both Executive and Field, 


has stood with me as a solid rock. Officers, ‘Board iMer:bers andj staff heve 


been sin: ply maznificent. CONF IX AL 


I owe a ba comot gratitude to all, but I must point out the Reverend Andrew 
2 


J. Young, our Ex«ecutive Vice President, and the — C. K. Steele, our 


— Vice Presi ; u. andthe Reverend Wyatt * jalker, even at the risk of 
93 omitting others. I single out these three persons because, without their help 


a * ep 
Afration, I most certainly could not have made the journey from the 


Lorraine Motel on April 4th to this Convention on August lach. Rev. Toung * 


been a steadfast associate and adviser as we wor ked and made decisions ever 
| day and into the mi düght and early morning hours. As I tried to stand with 

Martin Lather King, Jr., Andy Young has strongly stood with me. The recur 

mud also be clear where the Fev. C. KY teele is . In the Foor 


People's Campaign, he took off six weeks from his church and came to 


Washington and went across the nation, doing everything he could to help me. 


He said to me also that he wen support me as strongly as I supported Dr. Kin 
Needless to say, I would have been at a total loss had not Miss Dora : 
McDonald, who served our late Presi. ent ani the organization with great 
loyalty and skill, transferred to the office of the new President with the same 
commitn.ent and diligence. 
: I would like now to review the main programs and srecial * of 
SCLC during the last 12 months. 
It is true that the Poor People's Campaign, which I will evaluate later 


fim this report, has been the best known recent activity of SCLC, but our other 


endeavors are equally impertent. In fact, all of our progran:s are comporents : 

of a comprehensive oné sustained drive for equality and justice in America. 
For example, much attention is now focused on new cconomic „ 

ment programs put forth by numerous politicians and — There is 


a great deal of talk about black capitalism" and local economic control, an- 


we salute our fellow human rights organizations for their efforts in this field. 
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But 1 „ zoint out that SCLC is really t. “) pioneer in this admirable 
‘ 0 0 11. sand in Negro business and employment, we have initiated such projects as 


Mull. oe factory in Crawfordsville, Georgia, successfully owned 


1 
| 
and ope 2000 by black families who now have new hope for economic security in | 


their own community. Similarly, SCLC has started low-income housing develor 
ments, Community-owned supermarkets, self-help anti-poverty projects, adult 
education and employment programs in the North and South — all pointing to 
self-sufficient communities controlled by and for the local people. We are pro 
to have helped sponsor, plan, and develop SWAFCA -- the South West Alabama 
Farmers cooperative Association, m alliance of poor farm: families who were | 
thrown off the land of large plantations, but decided to build their own cooperative 
ani to say in their native Alabama. ne 
It is encouraging to know that other organizations are now accepting 
these ideas on local economic control, anil we welcome and applaud their work. 
SCLC's 5 department ſor economic develorn ent is, of course, 
| Ovevetion Breadbasket. — hime in Atlanta six years ago, and under 


the leadership of men lile Rev. Fred eau u.. It. and Dr. Martin Luther 


King, Sr., it grew and expanded through the Southland, gaining thousands of ne 


and better jobs, and adiinz millions of dollars to the income ol black communiti 
Rev. 30000 Jackson added new 3 to Breadbasket in Chicazo, moving 
beyond the area of jobs into successful developr ent of black businesses, 
services and financial institutions. It is a great story of achievement, too lene 
for this report, but the message of ©<CLC's Breadbasket is ä From 

* on, wherever we work, we will insist that white economic interests in the 


black community must return some of their profits to that community, and 


-CONFIDRNTIAL a. : 


Utimately, black men must fully control the economic life and inotitutione of 


ls — 1 atts 
aur own communities. In * of this goal, Breadbasket in the L b 


gan a nationwide movement to the largest cities of America, and Jesse J ache 
ook on the appointment of National Director. To date, SCLC has organized 
Yperation Breadbasket in 30 major cities, and one of these days we will 
‘emonstrate the vast collective power of black people in the nation's economy — 
yy starting coast-to-coast, coordinated actions through Breadbasket. Ono stro 
wssibitity i ce actiun t gainst business or industrial interests which 

ave direct ties to corrupt and reactionary politicians. de are just now 
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eginning to flex our economic n. u les. 

Moving now fron: economics to the related subject of politics, I come 
> another untold but revolutionary change which has been brouzht about by 
CLC. In recent years, the activities of our Departnrent of Voter Reistration 
nd Political Education have ben directed by an uncommonly talented, able 
nd dynamic n. an HosefAvillian.s. And our gains in the political arena have 
een breath-taking. The most famous victory was Selma, the battle that 
enaet this nation and made voting riyhts a realty -- or at least a reality 
€ the Voting Rights act is vigorously enforced, In any event, our assertion of | 
ur right to vote has changed the course of American history, particularly 


outhern history. Throughout the South, as a result of Seln.a and countless 


egistration and political education drives, we now have Nesro school board 


en- bers speaking up and n.aking policy on the education of our children, 
ounty officials demanding and zetting health care and roads an. government 


ervices previously denied our black communities, State 7e tors and federal 


14 
ice - holder wielding unprecedented power and infiyence 11 the ‘high places of 


a 


' . =gavernment. In 10 last year, political highlights included the election of Carl 
, 1 1 ‘ ’ tee iy 
Stokes in Cleveland — the first Negro mayor of a major city, CENT he 4 
that he could not have won without the active support of SCLC; election of | 
Richard Hatcher as mayor of Gary, Indiana another black mayor who 1 


9 
our encouragement ani support; victory in Louisville, Kentucky for re. Geor; 


7 . 


. who is the | first Negro and the first woman in-the Kentucky Senate, as a 
result of SCLC's work. Our own Washington representative, Rev. Walter 
ft auntroy, was appointed Vice Chairman of the City Council in the nation's 


: capital. An SCLC's voter registration and political education played the 


decisive role in many other elections at local, county ant state levels. This 


is black ballot power. ° ) 
In education, the Citizenship Education Program of SCLC, directed by 


Mra. Dorothy Cotton with an able saff including our beloved Mra Septim » lar 


continued with education of Southern adults and broke some new ground, Since 


oe 1960, CEP has been training citizens in literacy, voting rizhts, economic 
F ; planning, and community organizing. People recruited for our CEP workshops 


| have returned home to conduct citizenship schools and to lead many local 


civil rights movements and community development programs. Throughout 
the South, CEP graduates form: the backbone of our movement, CEP has been 


— instrumental in obtzining funds and training leaders for a variety of anti- 


es poverty projects and cooperatives. And in recent months, CEP has begun 
a 


workin; with poor white people both in the South and in Appalachia. At this 
time it would be unwise for us to publicize this activity, but I can y that it 
involves leadership training, economic development, and probably political 


met 
education, And I can affirm that we are proud of CEP's or th poor white 
15 


r . q wr re  e O ‘ 


3 ä 


. . — 
people, for it abo that black and white can make Inmon cause in this struggle 
„ * 0 j 
for justice an.i brotherhood. Finally, I mus take note of the entiusiastic partici-- 


pation and support of the Poo: People's 9 from Se chool people 


3 7 iT 14 
everywhere. Wy 


Next, let us men to our — of Affiliates, pre by Rev. 7. 11. 
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Vf. 
ogers, Jr., the long-time head of our Tuscaloosa, Alabama, affiliate who 
* 3 ä ——— — — 


moved to Atlanta late ia 1867. I have already nentioned the victory of Mre, Davi 
in Louisville, but there was another stunning landmark achieved by our affiliate 
there, the Kentucky Christian Leadership Conference. With help irom SCLC 
Kaff, this Affiliate worked for the election of an entirely new City Council in 
Louisville, and one of the first acts of the new Council was to pass an open- 
housing law for the City of Louisville -- the first fair on ordinance in any 

| major city below the i ason-Dixon line. SCLC Affiliates were active in many 
other lian. A few examples will illustrate this. In Chen’, our staff and 
Affiliate insured the victory of Mayor Stokes and made economic breakthroughs 
with Operation Breadbasket Just last week our Miami Affiliate contributed to 


efforts of our Poor People's delegation to the Republican convention. As usual, 


the Virginia “CLC is very active in the movement, and right now they are con- 


centrating on political action this fall. Our Men. phis Affiliates deserve a 
special tribute because they are hosting this Convention. Throughout America, 
Affiljate chapters have raised funds and scnt e in the Foor People's 
Campaign. The 1968 Affiliate of the Year Award goes to the brave and suffering 
people of Social Circle, Georgia, where our Affiliate defied * education 


establishment last spring and built a rnoven.ent that won new dn for 


-*? 


the poor school children cf that community. «whether it iw: uy Angeles, 


a wit 
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: California atk ate sending food and clothing td Marks, WV ississippi, or the 


4 
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dynamic Valley Christian Improvement Association of Cincinnati, Ohio, 


regirtering ocunamic gains through Operation Breadbasket, our Affiliates a 


on the move with SCLC. 


The newest, and one of the m ost exciting projects in SCLC ie the 


4 


Ministers Leadership Training Progran:, also directed by T. T. Rogers. 


this year-long program, we have been training ten or more ministers fron: 
ghettos of 15 biz cities to achiove their ‘ibis potential as 3 lead 
Under a Ford Foundation grant, we have conducted intensive workshops wi ! 
i theses outstanding men to plan and inplement provrams, ranging from voter 
education to housing to en ployment, designed to build new communities in 


oppressed slums of America. 


All ot these programs are served by other Foecutive Staff members 
their staffs, and I shogld pause to mention these. One ie the prophet of our 
éaff, the Rev. Jamgt Bevel, who continues to challenge and inspire us with 


his quick an4 brilliant mind. ins 


Late last year, two men joined SCLC and became deeply involved in- 


overall planning, administration and coordination of our work. Rr, William 


„ { utherford brought hiz many skills, his drive and his commitment to the 


position of Executive Director, from a hizhly successful business career in 


Europe. Pev. BernargLatayette, with long and courageous experience in 


nonviolent movement, can. to us as Program Adniinistrator and National 


Coordinator ot the Poor People's Campaian. 


We also had the necessary and de voted services of our Finance Office 


_ “im Atlanta, our fund-raising office in New York, and our Deparin ent of 
: 17 ie | oS 
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information based in Atlanta. : CONEIRENT A 


| In recent months, SCLC has moved toward the — of an 
. 


{mfortant new Department of Youth and Campus acitivies. Mr. Ston 


one of the best and most reliable field organizers for SCLC since the days o 
Selma, has led this endeavor as he travedes the school grounds and campus 
of the nation for the fois People's Campaign. One of the most 1 b ne 
steps in the life of SCLC will be the establishment of 2 full department for 

young e with a we work. | ° | 
| I would like to say a word now about the Memphis sanitation workers 
rike. Iam happy to report that our first mission following the assassinatior 
of Dr. King ended in a victory for the sanitation workers aniSCLC. The ps 
for whom Dr. King gave his life received everything they demanded. This w 
go down in history as one of our mot magnificient accomplishments. 

Ani now we come to the Poor People's Campaign -- the greatest task 

ever undertaken by the Southeru Christian Leadership Conference. You 

the story of how this Campaign began -- how Dr. King announced this massi 
protest movement at our 10th Anniversary ＋— in Ame just a year 
how we planned it and assigned our caff to ten big cities ani five Southern 


dates, ani how we brouvht in the minority sroups -- NM exican-Americans, 


Puerto Ricans, poor Whites and american Indians last spring. And then 


4 
the bullet struck here in N. emphis. : 5 


We decided that terrible night of April 4 that we must 9 N with 12 


Campaign, whatever the difficulties and in spite of our grief. ss IN 
We returned to 3 ſor the april 8th march. Ne ** to our 


schedule * appearing in Aab * 29 as the Committee of 100, goes 
10 — 
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people stating our demands to 1 men at the highest level of enn Then 


came to Memphis for a Memorial Service for Dr. King, ani from the Lorrai 


Motel we stepped out on our first caravan, to Narks, Mississippi, location 


UN Nila 


the poorest county in America and the place where Dr. rant Bt the zigh 
* ivi Al. 
Then began the historic drama of * people, sweeping across the 


of poverty. i. 


in caravans, marching and moving by bus, by car, truck, train and the famo 
Mule Train from Marke anz T dwa rds. Mississippi; en Bounia an. Chi 
and San Francisco ani Los Angeles; from Indian reservations, from the Sout 
western deserts, from the mountains of Appalachia. : 
We came to Washington and we built Resurrection City, USA -- the 
stupendous feat of the movement, the sharpest challenge made by poor pe 
to America. Wy brothers and sisters, I hope you will never forget this: 
Resurrection C ty made an indelible improesion on the American aiid, 
Reaurroction City saii: "Feed the hungry, America. Employ the jobless. 
House the anita, tee for the sick, Educate eee children, America, s 
that you may have doctors and teachers and workers and poets -- and Martin 
7 Lather Kings." if America fails, we will perish, and America will die with 


* 


n City on her mind. 


Sc Resurrection City and the Poor People's Cam pain were a triumph, 


even if nothing else would have been done. Je made America see her poor. 
‘Yet we have made other important gains in this Campaisn. Ve are est 


around the nation that the Poor Feople's * made anti-poverty funds flo’ 


: 


to many communities. The F resident of the United s 1 5 told me personally 
1 ¢ 1777172 
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that we got a new housing law, featuring new plans of he 3 for the poor, 
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cause of this Campaign. Congress was shamed by Dr. King’ 8 Tt N i 


tasting this Campaign into passing the national open-housing act. * tede raf 

‘ wograms were expanded; food commodities for the hungry, school lunches R 

ar children, Head Start projects, Indian health and welfare, Governnient 5 
gencies ended some of their discrin.inatory practices in federal programs 
greed to consult the — people in 2 thése programs. Vicious w; 


f are practices were ended. | } ° 


Everywhere you go these days, you hear tho politicians talking about 8 


. Weed to abolish poverty and racial injustice. 


Do not think for a minute that this would have come to pass without the | 
Poor People's Campaign. e know from hard experience that América res por 
e pressure and power. That is what we applied in the Foor People’s Campaiz 


aad we got results. ; 1 


Fo this Campaign, the boldest every advanced and executed by the 


outhern Christian Leadership Conference, is already a success. I only remiz 


zu today that it is not finished. Congress and america still have not met thei# 


ssponsibilities. So we are going on. 
The new phase of the Foor Feople’s Can:, aign is in the political arena. 


% have been to the Republican Convention in Mian. 1 Beach and we made a 


rong and favorable impres don. Next week I will testify on the Democratic _ — 


atform, and the following week in Chicago we will attend that convention with 


ar Mule Train and our Poor Feople's Delegation from: tae Ist State of * 


Alter the conventions we will chart our course for the elections. It 1 
ö t Ws 3 


tere sing that the black vote this year will hold the balance ‘OF poWer, not only | 


s the big-city states, but also in the South, where Mr. Nixon, Mr. Jallace. 
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‘and ths Demvcrats{ ill be 8 Negroes ma up about one-fourth or mé 


‘of registered voters in Alabama, Louisiana, Georgia, Mississippi, and South 


Carolina, and hold substantial voting power in Arkansas, Florida, North 


GFN. 


Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia. 


* 


At the present time, there is no enthusiam among Negroes for Nixon, 
because he has demonstrated that he is controlled bymen like aden Thurmond, 
But there may be even less enthusiasm for Hubert W tor fear that he 
controlled by Mayor Daley in Chicago, Senator James Eastlanc in Mississippi, 
and Lyndon B. Johnson, os 

Unless a candidate is offered who is free to serve the people and meet 
their needs, it will be hard for them to support any presidential nominee. 

However, we are calling on people to vote as never before, at = in 
city, county and congressional elections. We have a strong chance for gains 
in many areas. Brooklyn, New York, ani Cleveland, Ohio, should each have 
a black congressman, and Los Angeles should get a 1 And we will soon 
sse black congressn-en from the South, perhaps starting with one from the 
Alabama Black Belt and one from the Tidewater area of Virginia. 

All who would play the Negro vote cheap had better beware.. Navember 
will betes a day of 8 — on candidates who cry law ani Order" while 
slveumventing the courts, and who denounce looting while they engage in hith- | 
level influence ped:iling for massive zovernne nt contracts which exploit the | 


poor and favor the military-industrial complex. 


Another new thrust for SCLC will be organizing underemployed and 


underpaid workers, particularly in the South, as soon as the elections are 


get 
over. About 2. > million black, white and brown poor people Mew labor in cur 
. 21 : 
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hospitals, collect a garbage, and do our laundry 77 pitifully low — The 


- workers will not re love economic justice until they refuse to work for slave 
wages. We will be preparing them to do this. 0 i NYE 
Finally, we must strengthen the great coalition of poor people neh | 
this Campaign. We must make poor blacks, poor whites, poor N:exican -Ameri 
poor Puerto Ricans, and our poor American Indian Brothers see that we can , 
reform America through a mighty movement of the poor. 
It is our job, in pursuit of Martin Luther King's unfilfilled droams, to | 
go on with the Poor People's Campaign and with our other SCLC progranis. | 
And today I want to tell you that I know we will win. I know this, * 
I have been thinking about what SCLC is. It may ceem frightening at first when 
we remember that SCLC is, as an organization, a Board of Directors, a | 
loosely federated network of Affiliates, and a staff ranging from about 80 one 
year ago to approximately 150 today. Compare this to a mammoth advertising 
agency in New Y¥:rk Which employs 12,000 persons to sell soap on television, o 
the hundreds of thousands of cn:ployees in a single automobile company, or the 
‘half-million men ordered to fight a winless, unjust ee in Vietnan:. Compare 
those staggerin3 numbers to the small bani of people asser. bled here today, an 
you wender what will happen to us. 


Yet we can remembers that this small number in SCLC has n.oved 


mountains. Je have set huge armies of marching people in motion. Less than 


three montha ago, we built a whole city in the shadow of the symbols of might. 
in America; The Capitol, the Washinzton Monument, the Lincoln Men:orial, . 


the “White House. 


„ And do yok now why we did this ? anil agony. over the loss. ef 
W despite our ‘fatigue, our legitimate anger,: our . 5 our h 
doubts about our own personal — -- despite all of this, we have a vist 
and a faith that will see us through. SCLC is more than personalities and hurr 
ego. In reviewing the ern Campaign and all our other programs 
we have shown the breadth and 9 e. . have seen our scope and 
we have witnessed our imagination and drive and the leadership God has giv 
And if we-here today, this relatively emall assembly of people, -can stick to 
cause, I repeat that we will wy 


It isimperative that this convention must speak loud and clear. 


This convention must speak until Amcrica decides to feed the hungry ) 
put an en to malnutrition and starvation. 
Speak, convention, until America decides that she will no longer pay 


wealthy plantation owners hundred of thousan.ts of dollars not to grow grain or 


Speak, convention, until America will stop burning food and dumping it 
into rivers and oceans, or onto it in warehouses instead of storing it in the 
empty aay of boys and girls in India, africa, nm and even in the ghet 
of our 00 and rural areas. 


Speak, convention, until the nation will stop spending billions of dollars 


are bombed and 1 dr burned by napalm. 


for an — vicious and cruel war in Vietnam where poor innocent children | 


1 
Speak, convention, until those who have lost hope in the American way o 


life will turn from burning to learning, from. killing to building, ftom. de structio 
. 
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to construction. 9580.5 98 
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Speak, convention, until every valley is exalted, and 


the hills and mountains are made 100. 
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